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Kevin Estrem President, AFA Lance P. Sijan Chapter

Wow, what a great start to a very busy 1% quarter
of 2010.

The Air Force Ball on 19 Feb 10 at the
Broadmoor International Center was a great
success under the leadership of Mr. Tim Lemons
from General Dynamics and former AF Master
Sergeant. It was another great example how the
Sijan Chapter starts off the year supporting Air
Force members.

We were grateful to host General Renuart,
Commander of NORAD/USNORTHCOM as the
Senior Air Force Officer present. He graciously
accepted and attended his last Air Force Ball
while still on active duty. His attendance, his
participation in the cake cutting ceremony and his
remarks were greatly appreciated.

General Kehler, Commander of Air Force Space
Command also attended and accepted the invite
to assist the Youngest Airman, AMN Tara
Williams with cutting the Air Force Birthday cake.
We appreciated his remarks and support for the
3" year.

What a great photo opportunity, the youngest
airman cutting the cake with a four star on each
side!

Our Ball planning committee was very grateful to
have both Generals present and we appreciate
them having to cut their trip to the Air Warfare
Symposium in Florida short to get back to
Colorado Springs to support the Ball.

A great time was had by all as the Air Force Tops
-in-Blue put on an incredible show for the 700
attendees. | have seen many of their previous
shows and cannot remember a Dbetter
performance. We hope to have them back again
next year for another outstanding performance at
the 2011 Air Force Ball.
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Canada and the United States. AFA Sijan
Chapter provided them with a donation to their
unit for a job well done.

Another uni t I16d 1ike-
USNORTHERN Command Honor Guard for their
support in making the POW-MIA table ceremony
fispecial 0 by presenti ng
in-Blue played the melodies of the five service
songs.

Then last but definitely not least a big Thank You
to TSgt Paul Breckon for his exceptional master
of ceremonies performance. We appreciate the
talent and support from the Vosler NCO Academy
for allowing us to put his talent to work.

The Sijan Chapter did not slow down with the
success of the AF Ball. AFA member Bob
Cooper took on the leadership of the Wing Open
Boxing Tournament. The Sijan Chapter annually
hosts a pizza party to raise funds for the charity
that the cadet wing selects to support. The
evening was another success as the Chapters
from AFA and their Association of Graduates
partner raised money for the cadet charity. At the
end of the night we presented a check to the
cadet wing for over $1900. 8 see story on page4.

Still the Sijan Chapter does not rest as we
immediately stepped up to the planning and
organizing of the 2010 Space and Cyberspace
Symposium scheduled for 8-10 June 10 at the
Keystone Conference Center in Keystone
(Continued on pag#l)
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2010 Air Force Ball

This year was my first opportunity to lead the
team for planning the Air Force Ball. | was
approached for this assignment back in April
of last year. When | got the call asking me if

| was interested | just laughed. At the time |
ilwas thinking, this is
% require a great deal of time and attention.
" Well, after some coaxing | relented and
= agreed to do it.

Well a year later | am facing the same
qguestionéwill you do
I have the inside knowledge of what it
takes to pull off a fabulous, black tie
event at a Five Star-Five Diamond
resort with the US
talent team Tops in Blue headlining the
show. Get a great team! We had a
great team of dedicated folks working tirelessly
behind the scenes to make it a true success.
Event coordinators, ticket sales reps, spot light
operators, logistics support professionals,
marketing, printing, and our Master of
Ceremonies were all volunteers from our local
civilian and military community pitching in their
time and talents. It was a huge success!

General Renuart, Commander of NORAD/
NORTHOCM welcoming guests at the 2010
Air Force Ball

After months of planning and preparation we held
the AF Ball on 19 February 2010. A blustery
winter gala! No worries the event was superb
without any last minute hiccups that typically
plague planning of any event of this scale. We
were fortunate enough to have General Renuart,
Commander of NORAD/USNORTHOCM, and
General Kehler, Commander, Air Force Space
Command attend. One of the high lights and
traditions for the Air Force Ball is a cake cutting
ceremony by the youngest Airman, Airman Tara
Williams from the 21% Force Support Squadron
with General Renuart and General Kehler. The
real show however was Tops in Blue. | have
been fortunate enough to have seen them
perform several times over the years. But the
2009/2010 team absolutely stole the evening.
The level of talent this year was amazing. They
performed classics from Louis Armstrong, Lee
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Article contributed by: Tim LemordsGeneral Dynamics C4 Systems, National Systems Division-20100 AF Ball Chairman

Greenwood, and KC and the Sunshine Band
providing an electrifying performance.

The 2010 Air Force Ball held at the snow covered
Broacgor Hotel and Resorin,Colgrado Sprnge,
featured a“welcoming reception, fine dinning, a
world class show, followed by dancing in the
Col orado Hal | The feedbac
event was tremendous. Our team nailed it!

to

112 woyld poy fe possibie withoy! fhe,
stead%s? commitment #om corporate Sponsors.
This year we had eight corporate sponsors and
38 corporate table sales. The generous
c nIIril?utio o Progne tohesse cormgarﬂiles irn the
C,%Iorado E;nngs Aerospacepcommunit)?enabled
Lance P Sijan Chapter of the Air Force
Association to offset the individual ticket costs for
our active military and Department of Defense
personnel with prorated prices. Why do they do
it? Because, they believe in and support our
active duty Airman, Soldiers, Sailors, Marines,
and Coast Guard. To our sponsors, | offer a
heart felt thanks.

So to answer the question posed earlier. Yes |
will definitely do it again! Caveat, | want my team
back next year as well. | was so fortunate to have
had such a talented and dedicated group. For
everyone else, please come join us next year for
the 2011 Air Force Ball in Colorado Springs.

Cake cutting ceremony by the youngest Airman, Airman
Tara Williams from the 21 Force Support Squadron with
General Renuart, Commander of NORAD/USNORTHOCM
and General Kehler, Commander, Air Force Space
Command.
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TSgt Paul Breckon was an exceptional master of ceremonies at the Air Force Ball. We appreciate the talent and support
from the Vosler NCO Academy for allowing us to put his talent to work.

Tops In Blue performed classics from Louis Armstrong, Lee Greenwood, and KC and the Sunshine Band providing
an electrifying performance.
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2010 Air Force Ball e Pictures

Kevin Estrem, President Lance P. Sijan Chap-
ter and MG (Ret) George Douglas, former
Chapter President presenting Mrs. Carolyn

Nall, the Air Force Memorial Broach as a token
Junior ROTC Honor Guard from Mitchell High School posting the colors of Canada and of appreciation for their families support of the

the United States at the 2010 Air Force Ball. Air Force and the Air Force Association.

A great time was had by all as the Air Force Tops In Blue put on an in-
credible show for the 700 attendees at the 2010 Air Force Ball.
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The NORAD-USNORTHERN Command Honor Guard made the POW-MIA table
ceremony fispecial 06 by prTepsénBiue playedthb e s e
melodies of the five service songs.

Youngest Airman, Airman Tara Williams from the 21% Force Support Squadron with General Renuart, Commander of NORAD/
USNORTHOCM and General Kehler, Commander, Air Force Space Command.
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Boxing Fund Raiser

Story and photos contributed by Bob Cooper

This ye
Party donations
totaled $950
and the Sijan
chapter
matched that
amount for a
$1900
contribution. The
CadetWing
donations during
the boxing
tournament
added another
$3700 for a
total amount of
$5600 for the
Stratton family

USAF Academy boxing coach Eddie Weichers
has | ed the Academyds
the NCAA boxing tournament each spring since
1978. Over that time, the Academy team has
garnered 18 national team titles, and is looking to
add to that record again this year. In preparation
for the national tourney each year, Coach
Weichers invites the public to witness the Cadet
Wing Open final championship event the first
we e k of Mar c h. Thi s
tournament was held in Clune Arena March 4,
2010, and featured nine bouts and three
uncontested weight categories. This was the first
time the event was scheduled on an evening
during the week which attracted several thousand
cadets creating an exciting venue, cheering their
favorite boxers. And although the championship
is a culmination of a year of hard work and
dedication for the winning boxers, it is also the
start of a second season of competition. The 12
Wing Open victors, or "The Dirty Dozen", form the
nucleus of the Academy team that will compete at
the regional and national meets.

Since 1984 this exciting event also
entails a fund-raising effort for a
local charity or needy military family
which the cadetstitte i Fi ght i
a Caus eAnd for the past
nineteen years the Lance P. Sijan
chapter of the Air Force
Association (AFA) has partnered
with the local Academy Rampart
chapter of the Association of
Graduates (AOG) hosting a fund-
raiser pizza party prior to the
boxing matches.

Cadet 2nd Class Robert Walker (left)

Sijan Chapter Hosts Wing Open

members volunteered their time to set up the
P73 Rufetapd e fnpiong o x o r s o

This yeards Pizza Part
and the Sijan chapter matched that amount for a
$1900 contribution. The Cadet Wing donations
during the boxing tournament added another
$3700 for a total amount of $5600 for the Stratton
family. Coach Weichers addressed the
approgn&atrel\é Sseven\%/i attendeeso of etr}]e Pizza
Party, expressing his gra{i]tu%le for d[l)Jr support of
the boxing program and the charity family. Thank
you to all the volunteers and congratulations to all
the boxers for a great evening of entertainment
and competition!

Volunteers who

Special Thank You to our

included:

9 KBob Cooperd Sijan Chair of event
WING OPEN PIZZA PART Y
VOLUNTEERS:

9 K.arry Bagley
9 KDan Beatty

9 KCathy Cooper
91 Debbie Estrem
n % for

9 Kevin Estrem
9 Ralph Femrite
1 Ray Powell

9 Jeanin Damefy Sponsor Banner

announces the $1900 donation from the Air

Force Association's Lance P. Sijan Chapter
President Kevin Estrem (center) and Rampart
Chapter AOG President Tom Hayden (right) at

the Cadet Wing Open Boxing Championship

This year the cadets selected the
family of Lieutenant Colonel Chris
Stratton whose 10-year old
daughter suffers from brain cancer

Thursday March 4, 2010 at Clune Arena. The
funds were raised at the chapters' Pizza Party

event prior to the tournament.

and who himself has been
diagnosed with gastro-intestinal
cancer. As in years past, Coca
Cola donated all of the soft drinks
and Dominods pizza
event. AFA community partners donated door
prizes and Sijan AFA and Rampart AOG chapter
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Our sponsors, and volunteers made this event
a success in helping raise totaled $950 and the
Sijan chapter matched that amount for a $1900

contribution.
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;. Wing Open Boxing Fin@ Raisér

Cadet 2nd Class Robert Walker, boxing

announcer, and Cadet 2nd Class Margo
Zhukov boxing team assistant (center), accept

the $1900 donation from the Air Force
Supporting the Pizza Party! Pizza and Coke donated by Dominos Association's Lance P. Sijan Chapter President

Pizza and Coca -Cola. Kevin Estrem (left) and Rampart Chapter AOG

President Tom Hayden (right) at the Cadet
Wing Open Boxing Championship March 4,
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Pizza Party event prior to the tournament.

3. Hachel spend . All proceeds from the Pizza Party were
donated to the family of Lieutenant Colonel

Chris Stratton whose 10 -year old daughter
Full story on Boxing event from 4 March 2010 can be found by clicking here .. suffers from brain cancer and who himself has

been diagnosed with gastro -intestinal cancer.

Thanks to our Wing Open Sponsors
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http://www.goairforcefalcons.com/sports/m-box/recaps/030510aaa.html

ace s Around Your AFA Community

Presenting the AFA Sija
Chapter Check to Col Wa;
Monteith, 50SW Command
and CMSgt Randy LaCol

50 SW Command Chief
Master Sergean€heck wag

in support of the Team

Schriever Annual Award

Banquet, held 12 Feb 14

.lll'l ” = FI L F"I fedon)
oeve ustled up an entire
e 's ceorth of family fun
W] brancded it Pikes Peak

Westarn Heritage Days

Colorado

Towrtsmn Offics
wre coberwin. com 1. 880Lomcnde

General Gould accepting check donation from

["I' i — e A= = ¢ \ Ea— AFA Sijan Chapter President, Kevin Estrem for
HC Are s : / i

Kevin Estrem presenting CMSgt Al Usry a
USAFA Annual Awards Program.

check at Annual Awards Presentation.
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How To Contact

1 To be added to the AFA Update distribution list, o
please e-mail us at: ; ! |

1 To change the e-mail address to which you receive
the AFA Update Please provide
the old and new e-mail addresses.

9 For questions or comments about the AFA Update,
e-mail (

1 To change the mailing address or other information
for your AFA membership record, visit !

o

1 To join AFA or renew your membership, visit
https://www.afa.org/forms/joinapp.asp?
pm=show_formé&cn=

1 For details on your AFA member benefits, go to:

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATIO N 0
LANCE P. SIJAN CHAPT ER e

I THE SIJAN SENTINEL
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