
programs, as well as the Peterson Air 

& Space Museum. All of Philõs hard 

work was just recognized by AFA 

National by our selection as one of 

26 chapters nationwide (out of 288 

total chapters) for the Aerospace 

Education Achievement Award for 

2009.  Super job, Phil!! 

Tim Lemons, Vice President for Plans 

and Programs, has volunteered to be 

our 2010 AF Ball Chairman and he is 

about to begin his planning efforts 

with his committee. We are trying to 

get Tops in Blue (for the 5th 

consecutive year!!!) to be our 

entertainment again. If anyone would 

like to be part of this effort, please 

contact me or Tim. 

I want to welcome Ray Powell from 

Digital Consulting Services (DCS) as 

our new Vice President for External 

(Continued on page 2) 

You know, I thought summer time 

was supposed to be a relaxing and 

restful time of year. Well, you sure 

could not tell by the activities our 

Chapter has been involved in lately. 

We just finished hosting our 5th 

annual Space Warfare Symposium at 

the beautiful Keystone Resort in 

Keystone, CO. For those who could 

not attend, you really missed an 

awesome event this year. The topics 

and discussion were compelling and 

interesting and we have received 

nothing but praise and positive 

comments from everyone who 

provided feedback. The real strength 

of this event is the location - at 

Keystone which provides a unique 

atmosphere where industry and 

senior military leaders can actually 

meet one another in a relaxed 

environment. The rapport and 

fellowship afforded at Keystone is 

one that we could not replicate at 

any other venue. And the support of 

the Keystone Resort has always been 

outstanding every year. The complete 

success of this event was again due to 

the wonderful dedicated volunteers 

that always work their magic to make 

sure every event we put on is top-

notch - I cannot thank them 

enough! 

But this was not the only program 

we have been executing. Under the 

leadership of Phil Hamann, our Vice 

President for Aerospace Education, 

we have conducted our annual 

scholarship selections (13 winners 

this year!) and made arrangements to 

continue our Visions Program, where 

we team with USA Today and 

provide newspapers to five local 

schools to help students read and 

learn about national and international 

affairs. Phil also conducted our 

Teacher of the Year (TOY) selection, 

and as you will read in his article on 

the following pages, our 2009 TOY, 

Ms. Elizabeth A. Dalzell , was also 

selected as the State TOY, just like 

our 2008 TOY whose article is on 

page 7 of this newsletter. Our 

Chapter is an annual financial 

supporter of the Team America 

Rocketry Challenge and the 

Challenger Learning Center, both 

worthwhile Science, Technical, 

Engineering, and Math (STEM) 

Presidentės Message
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SUPPORT OUR AF PEOPLE:  SUPPORT, 
PROMOTE AND RECOGNIZE THE 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF AIR FORCE MEN AND 

WOMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES. 
 
EDUCATE OUR COMMUNITY:  EDUCATE THE 

GREATER COLORADO SPRINGS COMMUNITY 

ON THE BENEFITS OF A STRONG AIR FORCE. 
 
MAINTAIN STRONG RELATIONSHIPS:  
MAINTAIN A STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH 

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS TO PROMOTE 

COOPERATION WITHIN THE MILITARY-
INDUSTRIAL TEAM. 

Lance P. Sijan Chapter #125  

Tom CavalliðPresident, AFA Lance P. Sijan Chapter 

AFA National recently 

released their awards for 

2009 and while we did not 

repeat as the Unit of the 

Year, we were chosen as 

the Outstanding Extra Large 

Chapter of the Year!!!!  
Also the following members 

earned National-level 

awards: 

Chairmanôs Citation  

Tom Cavalli  

 

Exceptional Service 

Award  

Debbie Estrem  

Kevin Estrem  

Gayle White  

 

 

Medal of Merit  

Henry  Ba i rd  &  Hank 

Scarangella 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

all the winners!!!!!! 

For the full listing go to the 

AFA National website at 

www.afa.org/members/

nwsline/july09/awards.asp. 

AFA National 2009 Awards Announced  

http://www.afa.org/members/nwsline/july09/awards.asp
http://www.afa.org/members/nwsline/july09/awards.asp
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So, as you can see the 

Chapter has been busy 

all summer long. We 

were just recently 

selected as the 2009 

Outstanding Extra Large 

Chapter of the Year!  

Presidentõs MessageñConõt 

Awards. Ray is picking up the ball 

from Don Knight who basically re-

wrote this position for the past 5 

years. Under Donõs tutelage, we 

have been able to participate in 

each of the local AF units 

Quarterly and Annual Award 

functions and carried the AFA flag 

with distinction and honor - Don 

also ran our Chapterõs Operational 

Excellence Award competition 

with all AFSPC bases. Thank you, 

Don!!! Ray will be hitting the 

ground running as he establishes 

r a p p o r t  w i t h  n e w  u n i t 

representatives and he will be 

working very closely with James 

Wood, Vice President for 

(Continued from page 1) 

Membership and Bob 

Cooper. Thank you Ray 

for stepping up and 

taking on this critical 

position, I know you will 

be great. 

S p e a k i n g  o f 

m e m b e r s h i p , 

membership continues 

to be the top priority of 

the AFA and we are 

very lucky to have James 

Wood, Vice President 

for Membership, leading 

our efforts. In the past 

quarter we have added 

63 new members!!!! 

Now, James will be the 

first to tell you that 

membership is a team 

effort . Each new 

Community Partner 

becomes a member as 

does every non-member 

that attends the Space 

Warfare Symposium. 

However, it takes a 

guiding hand on our 

programs to ensure we 

constantly add more 

and more, and James has 

been providing that 

steady leadership. All of 

the Pitsenbarger Award winners 

and unit Quarterly and Annual 

winners also become members. 

So, as you can see the Chapter has 

been busy all summer long. We 

were just recently selected as the 

2009 Outstanding Extra Large 

Chapter of the Year! We have 

won this award before and it takes 

an enormous amount of year-long 

effort to be considered. It is nice 

when outsiders see how hard our 

members work and recognize 

them for it.  Also, Debbie 

Estrem , Kevin Estrem , and 

Gayle White  were chosen for 

AFA National Exceptional Service 

Awards and Hank Scarangella  

and Henry Baird  were selected 

T H E  S I J A N  S E N T I N E L  

for AFA National Medal of Merits, 

What an awesome job by all! I 

know we will continue to rake in 

the awards from AFA National at 

the upcoming AFA Annual Air & 

Space Conference and Technology 

Exposition, (most commonly 

referred to as the AFA National 

Convention) 14-16 Sep 09. This 

year the AFA will hold this annual 

event in a new location, the 

Gaylord National Resort & 

Convention Center on the 

Potomac in National Harbor, just 

across the river from Alexandria, 

VA and minutes from downtown 

Wash DC. If anyone will be 

attending this event and would like 

to participate as a delegate, please 

let me know ASAP so we can get 

you registered as such. I do expect 

Debbie Estrem, Vice President for 

Community Partners, to collect 

her 6th consecutive Gold Award 

and James Wood to win another 

AFA National Membership award - 

I just havenõt been notified yet, but 

Iõd put my money on it. 

Finally, the Chapter will be holding 

general elections in the Aug-Sep 

timeframe (my term ends 30 Nov 

09). Anyone interested in running 

for an elected position (President, 

Execu t ive  V ice  Pres iden t , 

Secretary, or Treasurer) should 

notify Gayle White, Vice President 

of Leadership Development, ASAP. 

Any member can run; in the AFA 

there is no rank; a member is a 

member whether they are a 

veteran and an AFA life member, 

or active duty military, or someone 

who has never been in uniform but 

joined the AFA as a way to serve 

the AF Family. If anyone would like 

to volunteer for another office - 

please let me know and I will pass 

that information to the next 

President. 

I hope everyone has a restful and 

relaxing summer, something the 

Chapter has not learned how to 

do yeté. Be safe! 

Tom 
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The chapter conducted the 

5 th  Space War fa re 

Symposium at the Keystone 

Resort in Keystone, CO 

June 9th through the 12th.  

Jim Painter a local Sijan 

Chapter member from 

Nor th rop  Grumman 

Electronic Systems led this 

yearõs symposium with the 

theme of "Space and 

Cyber - The Speed of 

Need".  This timely theme 

referred to the fact that 

new Air Force Space 

Command missions require 

bet ter  and qu icker 

processes for concept 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

requirements, system 

specification and CONOPS 

development than ever 

before due to the rapid 

evolution of threats made 

possible by emerging 

technologies and diffuse, 

hard to identify actors.   

Each year we kick off this 

event  wi th  a  go l f 

tournament to break the 

ice and develop new 

relationships between 

industry and the 

military. This year Kevin 

Estrem, Sijan Chapter 

E x e c u t i v e  V i c e 

President, led the 

planning and execution 

efforts for the golf event 

which was well attended by 

industry and government.   

A beautiful crisp day of golf 

was enjoyed by a field of 44 

pleased golfers.  The 

Outing was sponsored by 

the Boeing Company for 

the second year in a row.  

The Keystone òRanchó 

course was spectacular and 

the weather was excellent.  

The team of BG John 

Hyten, AFSPC/A5; Ken 

Torok,  The Boeing 

Company;  Frank Backes, 

Braxton Technologies; and 

Chad Fairchild, ATK won 

the day with an impressive 

score of  62.  BG Hyten 

won the longest drive 

competition, Frank Backes 

won the longest putt, and 

Phil Andreski  from BAE 

Systems won the closest to 

the pin event.  The event 

will move to the Keystone 

òRiveró course next year so 

we encourage the golfers 

to plan ahead for another 

wonderful golf outing. 

The first day of the main 

agenda kicked off with Sijan 

Chapter President Tom 

Cavalli's welcome and 

review of past symposia 

successes. Tom was 

followed with opening 

comments from Maj Gen 

Tom Deppe, AFSPC Vice 

Commander, who re-

emphasized the importance 

of the Symposium to the 

Command.   

Key speakers and panels 

over the next two days 

included a Warfighter Panel 

discussing the use of space 

and cyber in today's 

operational warfighting 

environment led by Brig 

Gen Dave Warner , 

D i r e c t o r  o f 

Communication at AFSPC.   

Brig Gen John Hyten, 

Director of Requirements 

at AFSPC, then led a panel 

on Space Acquisition which 

focused on the need to be 

(Continued on page 4) 

MGen Tom 

Deppe the 

AFSPC Vice 

Commander  

V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  I I  

The Warfighter 

Panel discussed 

the use of space 

and cyber in 

today's 

operational 

warfighting 

environment led 

by Brig Gen Dave 

Warner, Director 

of Communication 

at AFSPC.    

Front-Line Warfighter Panel moderated by Brig Gen Warner 

Contributed by Jim PainterðNGC & Kevin EstremðBraxton 

Photoôs provided by Charles Lehmanðwww.Charlie.Zenfolio.com 
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more responsive in 

t e r m s  o f 

r e q u i r e m e n t s , 

c o n c e p t s  a n d 

acquisition processes.  

Dr. Rich Haver from 

Northrop Grumman 

led an all-star cyber 

panel consisting of 

Steve Cambone of 

QuinetiQ, Barbara 

Fast from Boeing and Jeff 

Harris from Lockheed/

Martin.    

On the third day, the 

symposium attendees were 

awakened early with a 

rousing video illustration of 

the Army's vision for the 

use of space and cyber on 

the battlefield by Army 

BGEN Kurt Story, 

Deputy Commander 

for Operations for  

ARSTRAT.   Following 

BGEN Story,  USAF 

Maj Gen William 

Lord, Commander of 

AFCYBER Command 

(Provisional) discussed 

the Air Force plans 

for setting up Cyber 

Command.  Brig Gen 

Robert Rego, the M.A. to 

the A3, built on that plan 

by going into specific  detail 

about AFSPC planning for 

assumption of the cyber 

mission.  Ambassador 

Roger Harrison then 

discussed China's view of 

US Space Power and Brig 

Gen Kevin McLaughlin, the 

Vice Commander of the 

Air Warfare Center at 

(Continued from page 3) 

T H E  S I J A N  S E N T I N E L  

N e l l i s  A F B ,  N V 

summarized a recent DoD 

study on the impacts to 

warfighting given the 

hypothetical scenario of "A 

Day Without Space".   

The final event of the 

symposium was a senior 

warfighter panel led by Lt 

Gen Larry James, 14th AF 

C o m m a n d e r ,  w h o 

moderated a discussion 

which synthesized the 

preceding day's topics by 

providing the viewpoints of 

various space leaders 

including Mr. Doug 

Loverro from SMC, Col 

Bob Wright, the Space 

I n t e g r a t i o n  a n d 

Development Center 

Commander, and Brig Gen 

( S )  T e r r e n c e 

O ' S h a u g h n e ss y ,  t h e 

Director of the 13th AF 

Air Operations Center.  

This was clearly was an all-

star list of space and cyber 

leadership coupled with 

topics which provided the 

attendees with an up-to-

date insight on current 

thinking and planning for 

space and cyber. 

Not to rely solely on 

stellar speakers and 

topics to make the 

program notable, several 

special events also 

occurred during the 

symposium.  Brig Gen 

Todd Wolters, the new 

AFSPC Director of 

Operations, provided a 

luncheon address based on 

his recent combat tour in 

Afghanistan.  Gen Woltersõ 

comments were eloquent 

and detailed as he 

discussed his knowledge of 

the Afghani people and the 

issues facing both the 

Afghanis and coalition 

forces.  At that same 

luncheon, the Sijan Chapter

-instituted Operational 

Excellence Award (officer 

category) was presented to 

Lt Col Mark Allen the 

Commander of the 341 

Ops Support Squadron for 

his work which led to his 

Squadron being named the 

#1 Support Squadron in 

the Command and to SSgt 

Alex R. Walker of the 

460th Operations Group at 

Buckley AFB, CO (enlisted 

category) for his work in 

training personnel and 

supporting operations on  

the Space Based Infrared 

System.   

That evening the O'Malley 

Awards Banquet was held 

with Gen Robert Kehler, 

the AFSPC Commander, 

presenting the keynote 

(Continued on page 5) 

General 

Kehler 

at SWS 

The Sijan Chapter 

instituted  

Operational 

Excellence Award 

was presented  to 

Lt Col Mark Allen (top photo) the Commander 

of the 341 Ops Support Squadron for his work 

which led to his Squadron being named the #1 

Support Squadron in the Command and to SSgt 

Alex R. Walker (bottom  photo)  of the 460th 

Ops group at Buckley for his work in training 

personnel and supporting operations at SBIRS.  

On the third day, the 

symposium attendees 

were awakened early 

with a rousing video 

illustration of the 

Army's vision for the 

use of space and cyber 

on the battlefield by 

Army BGEN Kurt Story 

(below), Deputy Com-

mander for Operations, 

ARSTRAT . 
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speech detail ing his 

definition of the "Speed of 

Need".  Following Gen 

Kehlerõs speech, the Sijan 

Chapter presented the 

prestigious O'Malley award 

to the two winners for 

2009.  Wes Clark 

presented bronze busts of 

Gen OõMalley to General 

James Cartwright, the Vice 

Chairman of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff (accepted by 

Gen Kehler), and to Brig 

Gen John Hyten, the 

Director of Requirements 

at AFSPC. 

A yearly highlight of the 

Symposium is a multi-

service enlisted panel. 

The Command Senior 

E n l i s t e d  L e a d e r s , 

Command Chief Master 

Sergeants, Command 

Sergeant Major, and Force 

Master Chief,  from 

USSTRATCOM, Air Force 

S p a c e  C o m m a n d , 

ARSTRAT/SMDC, Naval 

(Continued from page 4) N e t w o r k  W a r f a r e 

Command  and 24th Air 

Force provided great 

insight and perspective on 

how  they see the future of 

t he i r  se rv i ces  and 

commands headed.  How 

to develop the next 

generation of Space and 

Cyber Space professionals 

is a very difficult task but 

they seem to have a handle 

on it and are definitely 

working together to make 

it happen in a seamless 

environment.  

The Enlisted Professional 

Development Session was 

a huge success this year as 

E n l i s t e d  S p a c e 

Professionals from the Air 

Force, Army and Navy got 

together to discuss the 

many activities they are 

working to provide the 

best possible support to 

the òWarfighteró.  They 

featured speakers from 

Cyber Space activities to 

schoolhouse t rain ing 

classes.  Subject Matter 

The prestigious 

O'Malley award 

was presented to 

Brig Gen John 

Hyten, the 

Director of 

Requirements at 

AFSPC 

V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  I I  

Tom Cavalli-President Sijan Chapter with Frontline Warfighter 

Panel (l to r) BGen Warner-Director of Communication at AFSPC, 

Maj Maser-8th SWS, MAJ Fischer-1st Space Brigade and Lt Col 

James-1st Space Battalion. 

Kevin Estrem moderated the Command Senior Enlisted Leaders, Command 

Chief Master Sergeants, Command Sergeant Major, and Force Master Chief,  

from USSTRATCOM, Air Force Space Command, ARSTRAT/SMDC, Naval 

Network Warfare Command  and 24th Air Force . 

Industry Panel speakers (l to r) Rich Haver-Northrop Grumman, Steve 

Cambone-QuinetiQ, Barbara Fast-Boeing, Jeff Harris-Lockheed Martin 

and Jim Painter-SWS 2009 Chairman, from Northrop Grumman. 
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Experts (SMEõs) briefed the group of 70 

Enlisted members on the issues, 

challenges, and synergies they will be 

facing as they plan and organize for the 

best possible way ahead.  This working 

group is already looking forward to next 

yearõs SWS to further enhance the 

relationships and networking that has 

occurred at this forum in the last 3 years.  

They will work together throughout the 

year and resume their discussions and 

plans at future sessions. These sessions 

are made possible by great sponsors that 

make òenlisted scholarshipsò possible for 

SMEõs to get together annually to work 

on how to best support the warfighter.  

The final special event at the Symposium 

was a 5-hour seminar conducted by the 

Air University on "Space as a 

Contested Environment". 

Thanks to all the AFA volunteers and our 

sponsors (Northrop Grumman, 

Raytheon, Lockheed Martin, Boeing, ATK  

Space Systems, SAIC, AT&T, Braxton 

Technologies, Booz, Allen and Hamilton, 

Scitor URS-EG&G Division and AGI all of 

whom were presented sponsorship 

awards by the Chapter) who supported 

and helped make this year's event 

another great one. Without our 

dedicated volunteers, this event would 

never have taken place; they were: 

- Jim Painter (Chairman), Northrop 

Grumman  

- Todd Falkenstein, Lockheed Martin 

- Debbie Estrem, Braxton Technologies 

- Kevin Estrem, Braxton Technologies 

- Jeanin Damery, CSC 

- Judee Albert 

- Gayle Divine, Barrios Technology 

- Dave Shiller, BAH 

- Jim Child, BAH 

- Judy Arnold, Lockheed Martin 

- Henry Baird, ATK 

- Kathy Giesecke, Lockheed Martin 

- Jim Hale 

- Tim Lemons, General Dynamics C4S 

- Charles Lehman 

- Sharon White 

- /ƻƭ Dǳȅ ά{ǇƛƪŜέ aƻǊƭŜȅ !C{t/κ!о 

- Capt Ben Enomoto, AFSPC/A2 

- SMSgt Larry Hill, USAFA Band 

- MSgt Amber Mitchell, 1 SOPS 

- Janet Calkins, AFSPC/Protocol 

- Charlie Lehman, Photography 

(Continued from page 5) 

T H E  S I J A N  S E N T I N E L  

See Feedback  from 

SWS  on Page  18 

Sponsors for SWS 2009 
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AFA-Mel Harmon Chapter  

The Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum  
TEL:  (719) 948 -9219 (Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum)  

CONTACT INFORMATION: Email at service@pwam.org . Visit the museum website at www.pwam.org   

The Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum located in Pueblo Colorado on the grounds of the Pueblo 

Memorial Airport will have two weekends of "Open Cockpit Days" with the museum's B -29 

Superfortress "Peachy".  

 

The Mel Harmon Chapter of the AFA actively supports the Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum as part of 

its Aerospace Education mission. We look forward to seeing you at one of the B -29 Open Cockpit Days.  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The B -29 Superfortress carried out the strategic  bombing campaign 

against the Empire of Japan during World War II. The B -29 also carried out the world's first attacks with 

nuclear weapons against the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The museum opens the B -29 to the public 

on this date to mark the 64th anniversary of the atomic bombings of the cities of Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki. 

WHERE: At the Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft Museum located on the grounds of the Pueblo Memorial 

Airport (PUB). The museum is located 6 miles east of Pueblo Colorado on US Highway 96/US 

Highway 50 East.  

 

COST: $7 for persons aged 10 years of age and over. Active duty military admitted free with valid 

military ID. There is no additional cost to sit in the cockpit of the aircraft.  

8 August   10 AM to 4 PM  

9 August   1 PM to 4 PM  

15 August    10 AM to 4 PM  

16 August  1 PM to 4 PM  

Just a 

Reminder  

AFA State 2009 Awards 

Announced  - Sijan 

Chapter Winners:  
 

Presidential Award  

J E A N I N  D A M E R Y  

 

Exceptional Service Award  

J E R I  A N D R E W S  

B R I A N  B I N N  

J I M  H A L E  

R I C H  L U C A S  

C . T .  T R A F T O N  

S H A R O N  W H I T E  

 

 

 

 

Medal of Merit  

J U D E E  A L B E R T  

J U D Y  A R N O L D  

R O Y  G R I G G S   

P H I L  H A M A N N  

D E B B I E  M C C A R T Y  
         

State Citation Award  

T S G T  G R E G G  B A K E R  

T I M  L E M O N S  

J A M E S  W O O D        

mailto:service@pwam.org
http://www.pwam.org
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T H E  S I J A N  S E N T I N E L  

their education 

and further their 

contributions to 

society. 

On 7 May 09, 

Tom Cava l l i , 

Lance P. Sijan 

C h a p t e r 

P r e s i d e n t , 

presented three 

Pitsenbarger Awards at the Air Force 

Academyõs CCAF graduation ceremony. 

Tom also gave each winner an AFA 

lapel pin, a Chapter coin, a certificate 

and a free one-year AFA membership. 

In his speech to the audience, Tom gave 

a brief history of the awardõs namesake, 

A1C William H. Pitsenbarger, a 

pararescue jumper (PJ) who was 

posthumously awarded the Medal of 

Honor for his unbelievable gallant 

actions on 11 April 1966. By the age of 

21, A1c Pitsenbarger was already a 

veteran of more than 300 rescue 

missions. To learn more about this 

incredible hero, please visit this link: 

h t t p : / / w w w . m i s h a l o v . c o m /

Pitsenbarger.html 

Tom told the entire graduating class 

that the most powerful weapon they 

possess is their mind.  

The 2009 USAFA Pitsenbarger Award 

winners were: 

¶ SSgt Richard J. Kaiser (AA degree in 

Criminal Justice)  

¶ TSgt Stephanie A. de Jesus (AA 

degree in Aviation Management)  

¶ TSgt John J. Saller II (AA degree in 

Information Management)  

(Continued on page 9) 

Each year, the Air Force Association 

issues the Pitsenbarger Awards 

(formerly known as the Eagle Grant) to 

selected USAF enlisted personnel 

graduating from the Community 

College of the Air Force (CCAF) who 

plan to pursue a baccalaureate degree. 

AFA National provides a check for 

$400 and a certificate for each selectee. 

Again this year, the Lance P. Sijan 

Chapter generously provided additional 

funding with a check of $250, for each 

winner to further aid students with 

their studies. Each year, award of the 

Pitsenbarger grants coincide with the 

CCAF graduation 

ceremonies. 

Selection of these 

a w a r d s  i s 

competitive, and 

is based upon 

several factors 

representing the 

whole person 

c o n c e p t . 

Consideration is 

given to an 

a p p l i c a n t õ s 

undergraduate plans (school, field of 

study, admission status, and future 

goa l s ) ,  c i t a t ions  and  awards 

representing distinguished activity, 

significant extracurricular activities and 

academic accomplishments. Activities 

that indicate leadership, citizenship, 

teamwork, community service, personal 

development and dedication are 

emphasized. Selection is kept a secret 

until the graduation ceremony which 

enhances the suspense. 

These grants provide deserving students 

with an excellent opportunity to pursue 

A1C William H. Pitsenbarger 

Article submitted by Tim Cavalli ð Lance P. Sijan Chapter President 

On April 11th, 1966, 21-year old 
A1C William H. Pitsenbarger of 
Piqua, Ohio was killed while 
defending some of his wounded 
comrades. For his bravery and 
sacrifice, he was posthumously 
awarded the nation's second 
highest military decoration, the Air 
Force Cross. 

Tom Cavalli, Sijan 

Chapter President  

http://www.mishalov.com/Pitsenbarger.html
http://www.mishalov.com/Pitsenbarger.html
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On 21 May 09, Kevin Estrem, Lance P. Sijan 

Chapter Executive Vice President, made the 

same presentation at the Peterson AFB 

CCAF graduation ceremony for their 

graduating class. Kevin made the same 

presentation of gifts to these winners too. 

The Peterson AFB Pitsenbarger Award 

winners were: 

¶ SrA Jason R. Vanderheiden (AA degree 

in Human Resource Management) - Sra 

Vanderheiden was unable to attend his 

graduation ceremony as he was in 

Thule, Greenland.  

¶ SSgt Aaron Summers (AA degree in 

Air & Space Operations Technology)  

¶ SSgt Shantel M. Ware (AA degree in 

Dental Assisting)  

¶ SSgt Laderrick r. York (AA degree in 

Information Systems & Technology)  

¶ TSgt Greg A. Baker (AA degrees in 

both Instructor of Technology and 

Military Science) - some of you may 

remember Greg, he has been our 

emcee for the past two AF Balls!  

¶ MSgt Scott M. Burns (AA degrees in 

both Aviation Operations and Aircraft 

Armament Systems)  

¶ MSgt Kimberly A. Rowe (AA degrees in 

both Instructor of Technology and 

Military Science)  

Please welcome 

the newest 

members to the 

Sijan Chapter!  

(Continued from page 8) 

Tom Cavalli & SSgt Richard J. Kaiser  

Tom Cavalli & TSgt Stephanie A. de Jesus  

Tom Cavalli & TSgt John J. Saller II  

Alice Pitsenbarger 

observes at right as her 

husband, William F. 

Pitsenbarger, center, 

accepts the Medal of 

Honor on behalf of his 

son, Airman 1st Class 

William F. Pitsenbarger, 

from Secretary of the 

Air Force Whit Peters, 

during a ceremony Dec. 

8, 2000 at the U.S. Air 

Force Museum at 

Wright -Patterson Air 

Force Base, Ohio. 

(Photo by Tech. Sgt. 

Gary Coppage)  
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Around Your AFA Community  

The Sijan Chapter would 

like to welcome several new 

Community Partners. 

Welcome to our CP Team! 

Becoming a 

Community 

Partner in 

the Sijan 

Chapter 

helps give 

back to 

your Air 

Force 

Community !  

4ÈÅ %ÓÔÒÅÍȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ 2ÙÁÎ (ÁÒÒÉÓ ÏÆ -ÅÒÒÉÌÌ ,ÙÎÃÈ 

his Community Partner plaque 

External Awards  

Ray Powell (middle), is the new Sijan 

Chapter VP for External Awards.  Bob 

Cooper (l) and James Wood (r) will be 

assisting Ray. 

4ÈÅ  %ÓÔÒÅÍȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ 2ÁÙ 0Ï×ÅÌÌ ÏÆ $ÉÇÉÔÁÌ 

Consulting Services Estrem his Community 

Partner Plaque. 

N E W  C O M M U N I T Y  PA RT N E R S 

Debbie and Kevin Estrem present Teresa Miles of 

4ÅÒÅÓÁȭÓ /ÁÔÍÅÁÌ /ÖÅÒÂÏÁÒÄ ÈÅÒ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 

Partner Plaque. 

Debbie and Kevin Estrem present Meredith 

Gazlay of Courtyard by Marriott her Community 

Partner Plaque. 

Jim Painter presents Kendall Phillips of AGI his 

Community Partner plaque during the Space 

Warfare Symposium in Keystone. 

Tom Cavalli and Debbie Estrem present Gina 

Kaiser of Kaiser Advertising with her new CP 

plaque. 
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Lance P. Sijan Professional Development Program 
Contributed by: Roy Griggs, Vice President Professional Development 

The chapter has been putting a lot of effort 

into developing a premier Professional 

Development Program. First, I want to thank 

our Chapter President, Tom Cavalli for the 

support he has given to the program to 

ensure the future development of our 

Airmen. The chapterõs commitment to 

professional development is the same as 

espoused by Mike Dunn, our President; 

òAFA is committed to the lifelong success of 

Airmen and the promotion of widespread 

educational and professional development 

opportunities.ó As such, we have built a 

program to reflect this commitment. Our 

perspective on Professional  Development is 

simple, òTo better oneself professionally--

true professionals Never Stop learning and 

are always in search of every possible 

opportunity to learn how to improve 

themselves; their job; their unit, and our Air 

Force. The basic tenants of our programs are 

Professional Military Education; Facilitated 

Learning Opportunities; Coaching/Mentoring, 

Lessons Learned, Study, Reflective 

Supervision and Technical Assistance.  

Although Iõd be leading the program, Iõm not 

alone in our quest.. James Woods, ensures 

professional development is included in our 

membership program, Phil Hamann helped 

refine our program from an educational 

perspective, Hank Scarangella is our lead for 

mentoring programs, and Ron Kriete, in 

conjunction with being my number one 

assistant, developed our leadership program.  

Weõve visited many of our local Air Force 

agencies and have gotten superb responses 

and support for our initiatives. One of our 

greatest supporters has been Brig Gen Jack 

Weinstien, Director of Plans, Programs, and 

Analyses, Headquarter Air Force Space 

Command. He has agreed to be our Air 

Force Space Command 

Champion for the 

Development. Gen 

Weinstein has given 

me some outstanding 

t h o u g h t s  o n 

P r o f e s s i o n a l 

Development and Iõve 

included them in our 

program. He will be 

attending one of our 

chapter meetings in 

the near future to share 

his perspective with us. 

As we continue to move forward, I invite all 

of you to share any ideas on how we can 

improve our program and meet our 

objective of maintaining a world class Air 

Force.  

ά!C! ƛǎ 

committed to the 

lifelong success 

of Airmen and 

the promotion of 

widespread 

educational and 

professional 

development 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ  

For the second year in a row our Chapter Teacher of the Year 

(TOY) has been also chosen as the State TOY! This year our TOY is 

Ms. Elizabeth Dalzell from Horizon Middle School in Colorado 

Springs (School District #49). Liz teaches sixth-grade Life Sciences 

and is continuing to develop new and innovative programs to instill 

the importance of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) 

into her curriculum. As the Colorado AFA TOY, Ms. Dalzell will 

compete for the National AFA TOY this year and in 2010. 

Liz was selected to represent our Chapter because of her success of 

integrating space exploration with physiology, biology and 

mathematics. To support her efforts, the AFA awarded her an 

Education Grant for 2009. Liz was also the recipient of the Space 

Foundationõs 2009 Space Liaison Teacher Award. Ms. Dalzell 

completed her graduate work for Space Science Education this 

summer at Regis University. 

For her outstanding teaching efforts and results, Ms. Dalzell will be presented a check from the Chapter for 

$500, a certificate and a free 1-year AFA membership; from AFA State she will also receive a check for $250 

and a certificate; and from AFA National she will receive a check for $400, certificate and a canvas bag with 

òAFA State Teacher of the Yearó embossed on the sides. Congratulations Liz! 

2009 Sijan Teacher of the Year Chosen as State Teacher of the Year!!! 

Article contributed by:  Tom CavalliðPresident, AFA Lance P. Sijan Chapter 

Ms. Elizabeth Dalzell from 

Horizon Middle School in 

Colorado Springs  

(School District #49) 
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Around Your AFA Community ĕ Conėt 

Our AFA 

Community  

 
~ We donõt 

accomplish anything 

in this world alone é 

and whatever happens 

is the result of the 

whole tapestry of 

oneõs life and all the 

weavings of individual 

threads from one to 

another that creates 

something ~  

Sandra Day OõConnor 

 

Help 

Support 

your AFA 

Community  

The 2009 Team America Rocketry Challenge finalists have been  announced! The 

Cheyenne Mountain Charter Academy (CMCA) TARC team (shown in picture) has 

qualified to go to finals again this year. The only other team in Colorado to qualify is 

from Mitchell High School. The top 100 teams represent 29 states and the District of 

Columbia and will be competing on Saturday, May 16th outside of Washington, DC for 

the title of "National Champion". The finalists 

rose to the top of 653 teams from 45 states 

and the District of Columbia who took part in 

the seventh annual competition.   

This yearõs contest goals are for the studentsõ 

rockets to reach an altitude of 750 feet with a 

flight time of 45 seconds. The rockets must also 

transport one raw egg laid horizontally to 

mimic the  position of an astronaut. The 

national finalists will be competing for their 

share of $60,000 in cash and scholarships and a 

trip to the Paris International Air show. 

CMCA TARC Team Finalists in 2009 Team 

America Rocketry Challenge! 

The Cheyenne Mountain Charter 

Academy (CMCA) TARC Team  

AFA National Award Presented to AFJROTC Cadet  

The Lance P. Sijan chapter presented AFAõs 

National Award to AFJROTC Cadet 

Frances Ortiz on May 7, 2009.  Hank 

Scarangella represented the chapter at the 

Mitchell High School ceremony.  Cadet 

Ortiz is a junior who will be competing for 

the Wing commander position next year.  

She is very active in Wing activities and 

excels in her aerospace science studies. 

Lt Col Keith Woodfork runs the Mitchell 

High School program that involves more 

than 225 cadets.  The awards ceremony 

was very impressive in many ways.  The 

sheer number of cadets in the program is 

testimony to Lt Col Woodforkõs leadership 

and Mitchell High Schoolõs commitment.  It 

was also clear that the cadets truly care 

about more than themselves.  They 

compete on the Flight level in many ways 

and the reaction when winners were 

announced showed their enthusiasm and 

dedication to the team.  These cadets 

invest a great deal of time in JROTC 

activities and still succeed in school.  The 

have learned how to make the most of 

their opportunities. 

Entering the school for the ceremony I was 

struck by the contrast between those 

students outside the building and those in 

the ceremony.  The students outside were 

lounging around with no apparent place to 

go.  Their dress and demeanor mimicked 

the characters you see on MTV and other 

(Continued on page 13) 

Contributed By:  Jeff Lane-CMCA TARC Mentor 

Website:  http://www.cmca12.com/ 

http://cmca12.com/modules/cms/pages.phtml?pageid=88014
http://cmca12.com/modules/cms/pages.phtml?pageid=88014
http://www.cmca12.com/
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2008 Colorado AFA Teacher of the Year Initiates 

Engineering Conference in Colorado Springs  

In April, the first Rocky 

Mountain Region LEGO 

Engineering Conference 

was conducted  in 

Colorado Springs. The 

conference was the idea of 

Mr. Erik Russell, a fourth-

grade teacher at Odyssey 

Elementary School, who is 

sponsored by the Air Force 

Association and received an 

AFA STEM education grant 

this year. Erik was also the 

2008 Colorado AFA 

Teacher of the Year, 

sponsored by the Colorado 

Springs Lance P. Sijan 

Chapter. Mr. Russell has 

been nominated for the 

AFA National Teacher of 

the Year for 2009. 

The purpose of this yearõs 

LEGO conference was to 

g a t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l 

educators throughout the 

state of Colorado to 

present and share their 

experiences with using the 

LEGO MINDSTORMS 

robotics technology to 

teach across elementary 

curriculums in science, 

technology, engineering and 

mathematics. Some 60 

educators, administrators, 

and corporate sponsors, 

including the AFA and Tufts 

University Center for 

Engineering Education and 

Outreach, attended the one

-day conference. The day 

also included hands-on 

With good 

teachers and 

good students 

answering the 

call - our AFA 

assistance and 

involvement 

promoting our 

STEM education 

community 

partners and 

the 

professional 

development of 

educators.  

The conference was the idea of Mr. Erik Russell, a fourth-grade teacher at 

Odyssey Elementary School, who is sponsored by the Air Force Association 

and received an AFA STEM education grant this year. 

Some 60 educators, administrators, and corporate sponsors, including the AFA and Tufts 

University Center for Engineering Education and Outreach, attended the one-day 

conference. 

workshops on building, 

programming and testing 

LEGO robotics. 

This successful LEGO 

engineering conference 

was a testimony to the 

great things that the AFA 

can do to support STEM 

education in America. 

With good teachers and 

good students answering 

the call - our AFA 

assistance and involvement 

promoting our STEM 

education community 

p a r t n e r s  a n d  t h e 

professional development 

of educators. 

cable fare, pretending to be 

somebody they arenõt nor will 

ever be.  Inside, of course, were 

hundreds of cadets with a purpose 

and a real chance to become what 

they aspired to be.  And even 

those who leave the program at 

some point will be different 

people than they were when they 

entered.  We should be grateful 

for leaders like Lt Col Woodfork 

and Mitchellõs principal, Mr. Larry 

Cutter and also be hopeful for our 

future because of them. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Congratulations 

to all of these 

impressive 

young people! 

2009 College Scholarship Winners 
Article contributed by:  Tom CavalliðPresident, AFA Lance P. Sijan Chapter 

The Lance P. Sijan Chapter completed its 

2009 college scholarship drive recently by 

choosing 13 extraordinary young people 

who will each receive a certificate and 

check for $1000 from the Chapter. Under 

the leadership of Phil Hamann, VP for 

Aerospace Education, this yearõs 

competition focused not only on academic 

achievement but on the ôwhole person 

conceptõ. The selection criteria included 

academic achievement, demonstrated 

leadership, community service and writing 

skills. This yearõs Chapter Scholarship 

Selection Committee included our 

Chapter leadership and representatives of 

local businesses. 

This yearõs scholarship recipients included 

ten women and three men, with an 

average overall GPA of 3.7 and an average 

ACT score of 27.7 (the top 9% nationally). 

The high school recipients graduated from 

six different area high schools. Our 

Chapter supports students in six different 

states, including Colorado. 

This yearõs Chapter scholarship recipients 

are: 

- Alexander F. Bragado; son of Steven and 

Karen Bragado. Alex will be attending CSU 

majoring in engineering. 

- Cassi Estrem; daughter of Kevin and 

Debbie Estrem is attending CU-Boulder 

majoring in molecular, cellular, 

developmental biology with a minor in 

biochemistry. 

- Kayla R. Jahner; daughter of Michael and 

Candice Jahner. Kayla will be attending 

UCCS majoring in mathematics with a 

concentration in education. 

- Andrew D. Kugler; son of Dave and Dawn 

Kugler. Andrew will be attending the Univ 

of North Dakota majoring in commercial 

aviation. 

- Kathleen A. Larkin; daughter of Tom and 

Colleen Larkin. Kathleen is currently 

attending Harding Univ. majoring in 

history with a political science and English 

minors  

- Melissa A. Peltzer; mike and Mary Peltzer. 

Melissa is currently attending CSU 

majoring in art with a business minor. 

- Rachel F. Reynolds; daughter of Dave and 

Beth Reynolds. Rachel will be attending 

either Univ. of Northern Colorado or UCCS 

majoring in elementary education. Rachel 

is also the sister of Rebekah (another 

scholarship winner). 

- Rebekah G. Reynolds; daughter of Dave 

ŀƴŘ .ŜǘƘ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ όwŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊύΦ 

Rebekah is currently attending CSU 

majoring in chemical engineering. 

- Whitney C. Richards; daughter of James 

and Susan Richards. Whitney is currently 

attending Trinity  Univ. 

- Michelle D. Rosas; daughter of Michael 

and Barbara Rosas. Michelle will be 

attending the Univ. of Minnesota majoring 

in business and accounting. 

- Heather A. Vozzola; daughter of Robert 

and Diane Vozzola. Whitney has not yet 

selected a university but she will be 

majoring in pre-med with an emphasis in 

neurology.  

- Christopher M. Westphal; son of Robert 

and Phyllis Westphal. Chris will be 

(Continued on page 15) 
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attending CSU majoring in 

mechanical engineering and 

musical performance. 

- Virginia L. Woodfork; daughter 

of Keith and Martha Woodfork. 

Virginia is currently attending 

Denver Univ. majoring in law. 

Our Chapterõs scholarship 

program continues to attract 

very talented young people in 

terms of academics, community 

service, athletics, music and 

leadership. Congratulations to 

this yearõs scholarship recipients 

and to the Chapter membership 

that supports this vital, core 

element of our mission. 

(Continued from page 14) 

Alex Bragado with his mother,  Karen Bragado 

receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation from Tom 

Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 

Cassi Estrem with her parents, Debbie and Kevin 

Estrem receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation 

from Tom Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 

Heather Vozzola with her parents, Diane and Robert 

Vozzola receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation 

from Tom Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 

Kathleen Larkin with her mother, Coleen Larkin 

receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation from Tom 

Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 

Kayla Jahner with her mother, Candice Jahner 

receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation from Tom 

Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 

Michelle Rosas with her parents, Barbara and Michael 

Rosas receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation 

from Tom Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 

Virginia Woodfork with her father, Keith Woodfork  

receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation from Tom 

Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 

Whitney Richards with her parents, James and Susan 

Richards receiving a Scholarship Check and Citation 

from Tom Cavalli at the July Chapter Meeting. 



AFA IS NOW ON TWITTE R! 

I want to sign up.  

How do I go about 

it? 

You sign up at http://

twitter.com/  for your own 

Twitter page. You will pick 

a username (often your 

name) and a password 

known only to you. Under 

òsettings,ó Twitter allows 

you 160 characters to tell 

who you are, and you can 

say as little about yourself 

as you like, such as òProud 

AFA member from (your 

state).ó 

Join 

Today!  
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What is Twitter?  

Twitter is simply a fast, easy blog 

about whatõs going on at AFA 

today é fast because it is limited 

to140 characters, just one 

sentence. Many people receive 

right on their cell phone via text ð 

if you choose that option, just be 

sure you have òunlimited textó 

with your phone company, so you 

donõt have unexpected charges on 

your phone bill. 

Why is AFA on Twitter?  

One of our core missions is to 

educate the public about 

airpower. Twitter is just one 

more way to reach people, 

acquaint them with AFA & our 

website, and get the word out 

about the need for airpower in a 

fun, user-friendly way. 

Who sees AFA updates (known 

as Tweets)? 

Anyone who wants to see them! 

Most of our early followers are 

veterans, active military and 

military families, along with a few 

news reporters. But it is a public 

venue. 

What if I donõt want to sign up, 

but I want to see what AFA is 

posting? 

Without signing up for Twitter, 

you can see our tweets by clicking 

the light blue Twitter icon soon 

to be at the top of our web page. 

It takes you to this link http://

twitter/AirForceAssoc where you 

can see our one-line news items, 

opinions and updates, at any time. 

Check it out & save it as a 

favorite. 

When does AFA post new items?  

Anytime! Weõll tweet whenever 

thereõs something interesting or 

relevant. 

What is the purpose of signing 

up? 

If you sign up for your own 

Twitter page and follow us, it 

allows us to know how many are 

seeing our updates, it is free, & it 

boosts our number of followers. 

From your page, you can follow 

your friends, people in the news, 

athletes, celebrit ies, other 

organizations etc. You can also 

post what youõre up to in your life 

on your own twitter page. 

I want to sign up. How do I go 

about it?  

You sign up at http://twitter.com/ 

for your own Twitter page. You 

will pick a username (often your 

name) and a password known 

only to you. Under òsettings,ó 

Twitter allows you 160 characters 

to tell who you are, and you can 

say as little about yourself as you 

like, such as òProud AFA member 

from (your state).ó Answer the 

few questions, then click òsaveó at 

the bottom. You can click a box 

at the bottom of the settings page 

that òprotectsó your updates so 

that only friends you approve can 

see them. AFA lets anyone see 

our updates. NOTE: It may take a 

few hours or up to a day for all 

your functions to work, so donõt 

worry if your search doesnõt pull 

up AirForceAssoc when you first 

join. 

Now that Iõm signed up, what do 

I do?  

At the top there are options: 

home, profile, settings and find 

people. On the home page, if you 

want to send a tweet, just say 

what youõre doing. òIõm reading 

Air Force Magazineõs Daily 

Report.ó You type on the home 

page and see a newswire of all 

your friendsõ tweets there. Also, 

on the home page, there is a 

search feature to your right that 

allows you to search topics ð try 

AirForceAssoc or #AFA and look 

for our gold wing logo, click on 

us, then click the òfollowó button. 

Once youõve clicked it will let you 

choose to have update on or off. 

Off means you only see our 

updates when you log in, on 

means they are sent to you (if you 

have your phone enabled on your 

settings page, just click on the 

òdevicesó tab at the top of the 

settings page and enter your 

phone number, if you want this 

feature). 

The profile page shows who you 

are and lists your updates. The 

settings page allows you to change 

anything youõre unhappy with. 

And Find People allows you to 

search for names of people you 

know. 

Whatõs with the random pound 

sign (#) in your sentences?  

Itõs not a typo! The pound sign is 

just a way of flagging topics 

common on Twitter ð when you 

read them, youõll get used to 

them and just ignore them. 

Known as òhashtagsó these allow 

people to focus in on #veterans 

or #AFA. 

How can I promote you to my 

friends? 

Word of mouth is how our 

Twitter followers list grows. Just 

name us in your tweet with the 

@ sign ð It helps other people 

find us and follow us too. This is 

especially popular on òFollow 

Fridayó and òMilitary Monday.ó 

¶ Example: 

ò#FollowFriday: I just 

read a good report 

@AirForceAssoc on 

plans for the F -35 

fighter. #AFAó 

¶ You can also forward 

what AFA send as a Re -

Tweet, by posting the 

(Continued on page 17) 

http://twitter.com/
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http://twitter/AirForceAssoc
http://twitter/AirForceAssoc
http://twitter.com/



