
programs, as well as the Peterson Air 

& Space Museum. All of Philõs hard 

work was just recognized by AFA 

National by our selection as one of 

26 chapters nationwide (out of 288 

total chapters) for the Aerospace 

Education Achievement Award for 

2009.  Super job, Phil!! 

Tim Lemons, Vice President for Plans 

and Programs, has volunteered to be 

our 2010 AF Ball Chairman and he is 

about to begin his planning efforts 

with his committee. We are trying to 

get Tops in Blue (for the 5th 

consecutive year!!!) to be our 

entertainment again. If anyone would 

like to be part of this effort, please 

contact me or Tim. 

I want to welcome Ray Powell from 

Digital Consulting Services (DCS) as 

our new Vice President for External 

(Continued on page 2) 

You know, I thought summer time 

was supposed to be a relaxing and 

restful time of year. Well, you sure 

could not tell by the activities our 

Chapter has been involved in lately. 

We just finished hosting our 5th 

annual Space Warfare Symposium at 

the beautiful Keystone Resort in 

Keystone, CO. For those who could 

not attend, you really missed an 

awesome event this year. The topics 

and discussion were compelling and 

interesting and we have received 

nothing but praise and positive 

comments from everyone who 

provided feedback. The real strength 

of this event is the location - at 

Keystone which provides a unique 

atmosphere where industry and 

senior military leaders can actually 

meet one another in a relaxed 

environment. The rapport and 

fellowship afforded at Keystone is 

one that we could not replicate at 

any other venue. And the support of 

the Keystone Resort has always been 

outstanding every year. The complete 

success of this event was again due to 

the wonderful dedicated volunteers 

that always work their magic to make 

sure every event we put on is top-

notch - I cannot thank them 

enough! 

But this was not the only program 

we have been executing. Under the 

leadership of Phil Hamann, our Vice 

President for Aerospace Education, 

we have conducted our annual 

scholarship selections (13 winners 

this year!) and made arrangements to 

continue our Visions Program, where 

we team with USA Today and 

provide newspapers to five local 

schools to help students read and 

learn about national and international 

affairs. Phil also conducted our 

Teacher of the Year (TOY) selection, 

and as you will read in his article on 

the following pages, our 2009 TOY, 

Ms. Elizabeth A. Dalzell , was also 

selected as the State TOY, just like 

our 2008 TOY whose article is on 

page 7 of this newsletter. Our 

Chapter is an annual financial 

supporter of the Team America 

Rocketry Challenge and the 

Challenger Learning Center, both 

worthwhile Science, Technical, 

Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
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SUPPORT OUR AF PEOPLE:  SUPPORT, 
PROMOTE AND RECOGNIZE THE 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF AIR FORCE MEN AND 

WOMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES. 
 
EDUCATE OUR COMMUNITY:  EDUCATE THE 

GREATER COLORADO SPRINGS COMMUNITY 

ON THE BENEFITS OF A STRONG AIR FORCE. 
 
MAINTAIN STRONG RELATIONSHIPS:  
MAINTAIN A STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH 

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS TO PROMOTE 

COOPERATION WITHIN THE MILITARY-
INDUSTRIAL TEAM. 

Lance P. Sijan Chapter #125  

Tom CavalliðPresident, AFA Lance P. Sijan Chapter 

AFA National recently 

released their awards for 

2009 and while we did not 

repeat as the Unit of the 

Year, we were chosen as 

the Outstanding Extra Large 

Chapter of the Year!!!!  
Also the following members 

earned National-level 

awards: 

Chairmanôs Citation  

Tom Cavalli  

 

Exceptional Service 

Award  

Debbie Estrem  

Kevin Estrem  

Gayle White  

 

 

Medal of Merit  

Henry  Ba i rd  &  Hank 

Scarangella 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

all the winners!!!!!! 

For the full listing go to the 

AFA National website at 

www.afa.org/members/

nwsline/july09/awards.asp. 

AFA National 2009 Awards Announced  

http://www.afa.org/members/nwsline/july09/awards.asp
http://www.afa.org/members/nwsline/july09/awards.asp
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So, as you can see the 

Chapter has been busy 

all summer long. We 

were just recently 

selected as the 2009 

Outstanding Extra Large 

Chapter of the Year!  

Presidentõs MessageñConõt 

Awards. Ray is picking up the ball 

from Don Knight who basically re-

wrote this position for the past 5 

years. Under Donõs tutelage, we 

have been able to participate in 

each of the local AF units 

Quarterly and Annual Award 

functions and carried the AFA flag 

with distinction and honor - Don 

also ran our Chapterõs Operational 

Excellence Award competition 

with all AFSPC bases. Thank you, 

Don!!! Ray will be hitting the 

ground running as he establishes 

r a p p o r t  w i t h  n e w  u n i t 

representatives and he will be 

working very closely with James 

Wood, Vice President for 

(Continued from page 1) 

Membership and Bob 

Cooper. Thank you Ray 

for stepping up and 

taking on this critical 

position, I know you will 

be great. 

S p e a k i n g  o f 

m e m b e r s h i p , 

membership continues 

to be the top priority of 

the AFA and we are 

very lucky to have James 

Wood, Vice President 

for Membership, leading 

our efforts. In the past 

quarter we have added 

63 new members!!!! 

Now, James will be the 

first to tell you that 

membership is a team 

effort . Each new 

Community Partner 

becomes a member as 

does every non-member 

that attends the Space 

Warfare Symposium. 

However, it takes a 

guiding hand on our 

programs to ensure we 

constantly add more 

and more, and James has 

been providing that 

steady leadership. All of 

the Pitsenbarger Award winners 

and unit Quarterly and Annual 

winners also become members. 

So, as you can see the Chapter has 

been busy all summer long. We 

were just recently selected as the 

2009 Outstanding Extra Large 

Chapter of the Year! We have 

won this award before and it takes 

an enormous amount of year-long 

effort to be considered. It is nice 

when outsiders see how hard our 

members work and recognize 

them for it.  Also, Debbie 

Estrem , Kevin Estrem , and 

Gayle White  were chosen for 

AFA National Exceptional Service 

Awards and Hank Scarangella  

and Henry Baird  were selected 

T H E  S I J A N  S E N T I N E L  

for AFA National Medal of Merits, 

What an awesome job by all! I 

know we will continue to rake in 

the awards from AFA National at 

the upcoming AFA Annual Air & 

Space Conference and Technology 

Exposition, (most commonly 

referred to as the AFA National 

Convention) 14-16 Sep 09. This 

year the AFA will hold this annual 

event in a new location, the 

Gaylord National Resort & 

Convention Center on the 

Potomac in National Harbor, just 

across the river from Alexandria, 

VA and minutes from downtown 

Wash DC. If anyone will be 

attending this event and would like 

to participate as a delegate, please 

let me know ASAP so we can get 

you registered as such. I do expect 

Debbie Estrem, Vice President for 

Community Partners, to collect 

her 6th consecutive Gold Award 

and James Wood to win another 

AFA National Membership award - 

I just havenõt been notified yet, but 

Iõd put my money on it. 

Finally, the Chapter will be holding 

general elections in the Aug-Sep 

timeframe (my term ends 30 Nov 

09). Anyone interested in running 

for an elected position (President, 

Execu t ive  V ice  Pres iden t , 

Secretary, or Treasurer) should 

notify Gayle White, Vice President 

of Leadership Development, ASAP. 

Any member can run; in the AFA 

there is no rank; a member is a 

member whether they are a 

veteran and an AFA life member, 

or active duty military, or someone 

who has never been in uniform but 

joined the AFA as a way to serve 

the AF Family. If anyone would like 

to volunteer for another office - 

please let me know and I will pass 

that information to the next 

President. 

I hope everyone has a restful and 

relaxing summer, something the 

Chapter has not learned how to 

do yeté. Be safe! 

Tom 



5th Space Warfare Symposium a Resounding Success!!!  
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The chapter conducted the 

5 th  Space War fa re 

Symposium at the Keystone 

Resort in Keystone, CO 

June 9th through the 12th.  

Jim Painter a local Sijan 

Chapter member from 

Nor th rop  Grumman 

Electronic Systems led this 

yearõs symposium with the 

theme of "Space and 

Cyber - The Speed of 

Need".  This timely theme 

referred to the fact that 

new Air Force Space 

Command missions require 

bet ter  and qu icker 

processes for concept 

d e v e l o p m e n t , 

requirements, system 

specification and CONOPS 

development than ever 

before due to the rapid 

evolution of threats made 

possible by emerging 

technologies and diffuse, 

hard to identify actors.   

Each year we kick off this 

event  wi th  a  go l f 

tournament to break the 

ice and develop new 

relationships between 

industry and the military. 

This year Kevin Estrem, 

Sijan Chapter Executive 

Vice President, led the 

planning and execution 

efforts for the golf event 

which was well attended by 

industry and government.   

A beautiful crisp day of golf 

was enjoyed by a field of 44 

pleased golfers.  The 

Outing was sponsored by 

the Boeing Company for 

the second year in a row.  

The Keystone òRanchó 

course was spectacular and 

the weather was excellent.  

The team of BG John 

Hyten, AFSPC/A5; Ken 

Torok,  The Boeing 

Company;  Frank Backes, 

Braxton Technologies; and 

Chad Fairchild, ATK won 

the day with an impressive 

score of  62.  BG Hyten 

won the longest drive 

competition, Frank Backes 

won the longest putt, and 

Phil Andreski  from BAE 

Systems won the closest to 

the pin event.  The event 

will move to the Keystone 

òRiveró course next year so 

we encourage the golfers 

to plan ahead for another 

wonderful golf outing. 

The first day of the main 

agenda kicked off with Sijan 

Chapter President Tom 

Cavalli's welcome and 

review of past symposia 

successes. Tom was 

followed with opening 

comments from Maj Gen 

Tom Deppe, AFSPC Vice 

Commander, who re-

emphasized the importance 

of the Symposium to the 

Command.   

Key speakers and panels 

over the next two days 

included a Warfighter Panel 

discussing the use of space 

and cyber in today's 

operational warfighting 

environment led by Brig 

Gen Dave Warner , 

D i r e c t o r  o f 

Communication at AFSPC.   

Brig Gen John Hyten, 

Director of Requirements 

at AFSPC, then led a panel 

on Space Acquisition which 

focused on the need to be 

more responsive in terms 

of requirements, concepts 

and acquisition processes.  

Dr. Rich Haver from 

Northrop Grumman led an 

al l-star cyber panel 

(Continued on page 4) 

MGen Tom 

Deppe the 

AFSPC Vice 

Commander  

V O L U M E  I I ,  I S S U E  I  

The Warfighter 

Panel discussed 

the use of space 

and cyber in 

today's 

operational 

warfighting 

environment led 

by Brig Gen Dave 

Warner, Director 

of Communication 

at AFSPC.    

Front-Line Warfighter Panel moderated by Brig Gen Warner 

Contributed by Jim PainterðNGC & Kevin EstremðBraxton 



P A G E  4  SWS 2009ñConõt 

consisting of Steve 

C a m b o n e  o f 

QuinetiQ, Barbara 

Fast from Boeing and 

Jeff Harris from 

Lockheed/Martin.    

On the third day, the 

symposium attendees 

were awakened early 

with a rousing video 

illustration of the Army's 

vision for the use of space 

and cyber on the battlefield 

by Army BGEN Kurt Story, 

Deputy Commander for 

Operations for  ARSTRAT.   

Following BGEN Story,  

USAF Maj Gen William 

Lord, Commander of 

AFCYBER Command 

(Provisional) discussed the 

Air Force plans for 

setting up Cyber 

Command.  Brig Gen 

Robert Rego, the M.A. 

to the A3, built on 

that plan by going into 

specific  detail about 

AFSPC planning for 

assumption of the 

c y b e r  m i s s i o n .  

Ambassador Roger 

H a r r i s o n  t h e n 

discussed China's view of 

US Space Power and Brig 

Gen Kevin McLaughlin, the 

Vice Commander of the 

Air Warfare Center at 

N e l l i s  A F B ,  N V 

summarized a recent DoD 

study on the impacts to 

warfighting given the 

hypothetical scenario of "A 

Day Without Space".   

(Continued from page 3) 

T H E  S I J A N  S E N T I N E L  

The final event of the 

symposium was a senior 

warfighter panel led by Lt 

Gen Larry James, 14th AF 

C o m m a n d e r ,  w h o 

moderated a discussion 

which synthesized the 

preceding day's topics by 

providing the viewpoints of 

various space leaders 

including Mr. Doug 

Loverro from SMC, Col 

Bob Wright, the Space 

I n t e g r a t i o n  a n d 

Development Center 

Commander, and Brig Gen 

( S )  T e r r e n c e 

O ' S h a u g h n e ss y ,  t h e 

Director of the 13th AF 

Air Operations Center.  

This was clearly was an all-

star list of space and cyber 

leadership coupled with 

topics which provided the 

attendees with an up-to-

date insight on current 

thinking and planning for 

space and cyber. 

Not to rely solely on 

stellar speakers and topics 

to make the program 

notable, several special 

events also occurred 

during the symposium.  

Brig Gen Todd Wolters, 

the new AFSPC Director 

of Operations, provided 

a luncheon address based 

on his recent combat 

tour in Afghanistan.  Gen 

Woltersõ comments 

were eloquent and 

detailed as he discussed 

his knowledge of the 

Afghani people and the 

issues facing both the 

Afghanis and coalition 

forces.  At that same 

luncheon, the Sijan Chapter

-instituted Operational 

Excellence Award (officer 

category) was presented to 

Lt Col Mark Allen the 

Commander of the 341 

Ops Support Squadron for 

his work which led to his 

Squadron being named the 

#1 Support Squadron in 

the Command and to SSgt 

Alex R. Walker of the 

460th Operations Group at 

Buckley AFB, CO (enlisted 

category) for his work in 

training personnel and 

supporting operations on  

the Space Based Infrared 

System.   

That evening the O'Malley 

Awards Banquet was held 

with Gen Robert Kehler, 

the AFSPC Commander, 

presenting the keynote 

speech detail ing his 

definition of the "Speed of 

Need".  Following Gen 

Kehlerõs speech, the Sijan 

Chapter presented the 

prestigious O'Malley award 

to the two winners for 

(Continued on page 5) 

General 

Kehler 

at SWS 

The Sijan Chapter 

instituted  

Operational 

Excellence Award 

was presented  to 

Lt Col Mark Allen (top photo) the Commander 

of the 341 Ops Support Squadron for his work 

which led to his Squadron being named the #1 

Support Squadron in the Command and to SSgt 

Alex R. Walker (bottom  photo)  of the 460th 

Ops group at Buckley for his work in training 

personnel and supporting operations at SBIRS.  

On the third day, the 

symposium attendees 

were awakened early 

with a rousing video 

illustration of the 

Army's vision for the 

use of space and cyber 

on the battlefield by 

Army BGEN Kurt Story 

(below), Deputy Com-

mander for Operations, 

ARSTRAT . 


