
Many of our chapter members were recently 

recognized for their support and dedication 

by winning AFA State Awards: Presidential 

Award winners were Judee Albert and Brian 

Binn. Exceptional Service Award winners 

were Jeanin Damery and Joe Kahoe.  Medal 

of Merit went to Rich Lucas, Jim Hale, Hank 

Scarangella, Henry Baird, and Cary Trafton. 

Citation winners were: MSgt Karen Rowe, 

Debbie McCarty, Roy Griggs, and Phil 

Hamann. Congratulations to each of you! 

Plans for the 2009 AF Ball are currently 

underway and Hank Scarangella has graciously 

agreed to be the Chairman. We have already 

secured the Tops in Blue for yet another year 

(our 4th!) so mark your calendars now for 20 

Feb 2009, for another outstanding first class 

event. If you would like to help on the 

committee, please contact Hank. 

The AFA National Air & Space Conference 

and Technology Exposition will be held in 

Washington DC in September where we will 

be formally recognized for all of our awards. 

Have a great second half of summer! 

I hope everyone is having a safe and relaxing 

summer! While these may be the lazy days of 

summer, the Chapter has been busy. We held 

our annual Space Warfare Symposium (SWS) 

in Keystone, CO in June. Henry Baird and 

Kevin Estrem spent months and countless 

hours planning this yearõs event which turned 

out to be another fantastic success ð great job 

gentlemen! Last year the SWS was chosen as 

the AFA Event of the Year. I have no doubt 

that we will win it again for this yearõs event. 

In many ways I believe this yearõs SWS was 

even better than last yearõs. The theme, 

speakers, and topics all were better than 

before and the agenda flowed smoothly. 

Henry and Kevin really gave 110% this year 

(as they always do)! 

We have been busy on another front as well 

this summer ð collecting National awards! I 

was informed in early July that the Sijan 

Chapter was chosen as the 2008 recipient of 

the Donald W. Steele Award as the AFA 

Unit of the Year!  This is the highest award 

in AFA and Joan Sell, the Rocky Mountain 

Region President, told me this is the 2nd time 

we have won this award, the previous time 

was in 2001 (our Chapter President was Joan 

Sell).  We also won our fifth consecutive AFA 

National Community Partner Gold Award 

and our third consecutive Jack Gross 

Membership Award. Our Chapter Teacher 

of the Year, Mr. Erik Russell from Odyssey 

Elementary School in Falcon, was selected as 

the State Teacher of the Year!. Finally, we 

are one of only seventeen chapters nationwide 

to win the Aerospace Education 

Achievement Award. It has indeed been a 

bumper crop for us. We might want to think 

about closing down the Chapter because after 

this year it could be all down hill from here. 

Seriously, not a single one of these 

accomplishments would be possible without 

the unbelievable volunteers we have. They 

never give up. They always strive for 

improvement and keep setting the bar higher 

for others to follow. Sijan is always in the lead 

and Iõm extremely honored to be associated 

with each and everyone of you! 

Presidentõs Message 
Tom Cavalli ðPresident, AFA Sijan Chapter #125  

Lance P. Sijan Chapter 125 
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Note from AFA National President 
Michael M. Dunn , Lt Gen (Ret) - President/CEO  

AFA Member, Congres-

sional staffers, and civic 

leaders, sorry to hit you 

with another note so soon 

after the last one ... but I 

fooled around with the 

Piling-On essay for too 

long. That essay did have a 

mistake in it ... P-3s are 

being used in Iraq to help 

with the IED effort. Thanks 

to those of you who 

pointed that out. 

I came across some data on 

Air Mobility Command that 

I found interesting. [See: 

http://www.afa.org/

EdOp/

Airlift_in_Demand.pdf ] 

We put the information on 

three slides. The first shows 

how much we, as a nation, 

have leaned on AMC to 

perform. [Note that the 

hours listed are those flown 

above the planned amount], 

the second show the age of 

the fleet, and the third ... 

was most startling to me - 

the impact on AMC of ris-

ing fuel costs. The cost of 

fuel has increased for AMC 

over 250% in just 5 years - 

almost $200M in just this 

past quarter alone [as com-

pared with the first quarter 

of 2007]. It is no wonder 

the Air Force leads DOD in 

devising ways to develop 

and use alternative fuels ... 

and has announced an ag-

gressive program to begin 

to make almost every base 

"green." 

Secondly, AFA found three 

remarkable documents on 

AF Space Command. The 

first is the posture state-

ment of its commander, 

Gen Robert Kehler 

[http://www.afspc.af.mil/

shared/media/document/

AFD-080310023.pdf].  

The second is Gen Kehler's 

Commander's Guidance 

and Intent [http://

www.afa.org/EdOp/

cgi.asp].  And the third - 

and this is well worth your 

read - is the command's 

2007 Accomplishments 

[http://www.afa.org/

EdOp/afspc.asp]. I urge 

 
SUPPORT OUR AF PEOPLE:  SUPPORT, 
PROMOTE AND RECOGNIZE THE 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF AIR FORCE MEN AND 

WOMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES. 
 
EDUCATE OUR COMMUNITY:  EDUCATE THE 

GREATER COLORADO SPRINGS COMMUNITY 

ON THE BENEFITS OF A STRONG AIR FORCE. 
 
MAINTAIN STRONG RELATIONSHIPS:  
MAINTAIN A STRONG RELATIONSHIP WITH 

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS TO PROMOTE 

COOPERATION WITHIN THE MILITARY-
INDUSTRIAL TEAM. 

you to skim all three of 

these. Finally, I came 

across an op-ed by the 

son of former Secretary of 

Defense Caspar Weinber-

ger. It differs a bit from 

what I have written on the 

subject ... but makes the 

point that the Air Force 

has to not only fight to-

day's war ... but also pre-

pare for the future. I don't 

agree with everything he 

says, but it is always good 

to read differing views. 

You can find the piece at: 

http://

www.humanevents.com/

article.php?id=27146 

For your consideration. 

Mike 
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Space Warfare Symposium 2008ñAnother Success! 
Submitted by Henry BairdðCo-chairman SWS 2008 

and Senior Enlisted Panel began the day with interesting perspectives 

on actual wartime use of integrated air, space, and cyber capabilities.  

Also on Tuesday morning, the results of the NDIA Space Operations 

Summer Study 2007 were discussed.  The second half of the day 

included talks on the Army, Navy, and Air Force perspectives on Air, 

Space, Cyber Space domain integration, and a presentation by the 

previously mentioned Vice Commander of Cyber Command, 

Brigadier General (Sel) Tony Buntyn.  Tuesday was rounded out by 

the always-popular Enlisted Professional Development session and 

ended with the General OõMalley Award Dinner with the speech by 

keynote speaker, General Kehler.   

The General Jerome OõMalley Trophy was accepted by Brigadier 

General Jay Santee, 14AF Vice Commander, on behalf of the 

recipient, Colonel Stephen Whiting, who was detained due to weather 

(Continued on page 3) 

The Air Force Associationõs Lance 

P. Sijan Chapter, once again 

sponsored the Space Warfare 

Symposium (SWS) for Air Force 

Space Command at the Keystone 

Resort in Keystone, CO.  This was 

the 4th  SWS sponsored by the Sijan 

Chapter which began from a 

request from then Air Force Space 

Command (AFSPC) Commander, 

General Lance Lord to see if the 

chapter could help provide a venue 

for open discussions on the 

capabilities and assessment of 

AFSPCõs space assets. 

This yearõs event occurred 23-25 

June 2008, had as its keynote 

speaker the Commander of AFSPC, 

General C. Robert Kehler.  The 

theme of this yearõs symposium 

was, òIntegrating Air, Space and 

Cyberspace Domains.ó  Most of the AFSPC leadership attended the 

symposium including Major General Tom Deppe-Vice Commander, 

Brigadier General Ted Kresge-AFSPC/A3, Brigadier General John 

Hyten-AFSPC/A5, Brigadier General David Warner-AFSPC/A6, 

Brigadier General Jack Weinstein-AFSPC/A8&9, and Ms. Chris 

Puckett-AFSPC/A4&7.  Also speaking at this yearõs symposium was 

one of the Air Forceõs senior mentors, Lt General (Ret) Wally 

Moorhead and the Vice Commander of the Air Force Cyber 

Command (Provisional), Brigadier General (Sel) Tony Buntyn.  The 

National Air Force Association representative was Ms. Judith Church, 

National Secretary, and her husband, Mr. Bill Burns. 

The Symposium began with a golf tournament on Monday morning 

followed by a reception that evening in the Keystone Conference 

Centerõs Shavano Foyer.  On Tuesday, a Frontline Warfighter Panel 
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General Kehler addressing 

audience at SWS 2008 in key-

stone, CO.  

Wes Clark  along with General Kehler and Sharon Oômalley

-burg, presenting the OôMalley Award to Brig Gen Santee on 

behalf of Colonel Stephen Whiting.  

Kevin Estrem greeting members of the Sr. Warfighter Panel 

at SWS 2008 in keystone, CO.  Shown left to right are:  Brig 

Gen Jay Santee, USAF, Vice Commander, 14th Air Force; Brig 

Gen (Sel) Tony Buntyn, USAF, Commander, Air Force Cyber 

Command; Brig Gen John Hyten, USAF, Director, Require-

ments, AFSPC/A5; Brig Gen Jack Weinstein, USAF, Director, 

Plans & Programs, Air Force Space Command/A8/A9.  

Enlisted Professional Development session led by CMSgt Brad 

Shirley.  

ñIntegrating Air, Space and 

Cyberspace Domains.ò   


