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Veterans Day celebration in Veterans Day
CO/O/’&OIO Spf/'ngs In 1921, an unknown World War | American was buried in Arlington
i ) ) ] B National Cemetery. This site became the focal point of reverence for
Articles submitted by: Tom Cavallid President, AFA Sijan Chapter #125 Americads veterans. Similar cer e
France, where unknown soldiers

On Saturday 8 November 2008 the City of Colorado Sppnife of honor. These memorial gestures all took place on November
celebrated Veterans Day with an impressively attended ceremony €ginally this day was called Armistice Day. It commemorates the
Pikes Peak Veterans Council sponsored this event which also inglHfiefke signed between the Allies and Germany at Rethondes, France
a recognition of Canadadsd Rigrne ¢BEsatienbehBstilitlRfon the WebternFforit, Svhicth fodk &ffect Vv
approximately 500 veterans, family members, local dignitaries ingudinde | even o&6cbPbotchke i @l e \hentmorma wrc
Mayor Lionel Rivera, and Maj General Charles Bouchard, theq\4cg | of the eleventh mont ho. A f“
Commander of NORAD, Guest Speaker RADML Janice HarRbNday was changed to Veterans Day in the US (in 1954) and Remem-
Director, Command and Control Systems for NORABfance Day in the British Commonwealth of Nations. In many parts of
NORTHCOM/J6, and the three major TV stations. the world, people take a two minute moment of silence at 11:00 am as

Chapter President Tom Cavalli represented the Lance P. Sijan GhigizPf respect for the roughly 20 million who dies in the war.
and | aid the Chapterds wreat Inaf passBdin 1068 ehingell YetePahisiDaY to the Folirth M8nda in !

came forward and participated. The Pikes Peak veterans Coupgtblser. It soon became apparent, however , that November 11 was a

composed of 42 military organizations including the Air Fgea of historic significance to many Americans and in 1978, Congress
Association of Canada, the Colorado Air Force Association as wgll;afed the observance to November 11.

the Lance P. Sijan Chapter.
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some joy by ~
letting
hospitalized
Sian ch y ) i o h ) ) | _veterans and military service members know
;lzjzr;]c(:)napter President Tom Cavalli laying the wreath as part of the Veterdnsylaayare thinking of them during this holiday

Y season? Sending greeting cards, "care
packages" and Internet messages of thanks
Remembrance Day and appreciation for their service are some of

Every November 11th, Canadians across the country pause in a gﬂgnv,é/ays to do that. A number of

moment of remembrance fro the men and women who served tﬁ&?p‘?ra“_ons_ and non ) Pprofit orgqnlzanns
country during wartime. They honor the more than 1,500,000 Can@§-Pitching in to help brighten the holidays
ans who served overseas, including 100,000 who dies. They gavdahag many service members and hospitalized
lives and future so that those left behind may live in peace. veterans as possible. To see how you can

Both in Canada and overseas there are memorials to commemora{%a{lll'g'pate’ click here . Or .go to:  hitps/
service of Canadian troops. The national War Memorial in Ottawa wuavl.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday -
originally designed to recognize those who served in World War Buport.asp

has been rededicated to symbolize the sacrifice made by Canadians in

World War Il and Korea.
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The Books of Remembrance, which lie in the Memorial Chamber of
the Peace tower in Ottawa, are another record of the wars. In addition,
most cities and towns across Canada have dedicated a monument,
building or room to their native sons and daughters who gave their
lives. One day every year, they pay special homage to those who died
in the service of their country. For one brief moment of their lives,
they remember why they must work for peace every day of the year.


http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
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New law allows veterans' salutes
aduring anthem

Release No. 10  -16 08

Oct. 31, 2008

WASHINGTON (AFRNS)-- Veterans and actrdeity military
not in uniform can now render the militatyle hand salute dur-
ing the playing of the national anthem, thanks to changes in
eral law that took effect this month.

"The military salute is a unique gesture of respect that m
those who have served in our nation's armed forces," said
James B. Peake, secretary of Veterans Affairs. "This prov
allows the application of that honor in all events involving ¢
nation's flag."

The new provision improves upon a little known change in f
eral law last year that authorized veterans to render the-mili
style hand salute during the raising, lowering or passing ol
flag, but it did not address salutes during the national antt
Last year's provision also applied to service members while r
uniform.

Traditionally, members of the nation's veterans service orga
tions have rendered the haadute during the national anthen
and at events involving the national flag while wearing their
ganization's official hegéar.

The most recent change, authorizing {sahadtes during the

national anthem by veterans andadutniform military person-

nel, was sponsored by Sen. Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, an A
veteran. It was included in the Defense Authorization Act
2009, which President Bush signed Oct. 14.

The earlier provision authorizing haatutes for veterans and
out-of-uniform service members during the raising, lowering
passing of the flag, was contained in the National Defense
thorization Act of 2008, which took effect Jan. 28, 2008.

Help Wanted: VA Needs Drivers

The VA has immediate openings for

volunteer drivers to transport veterans to
medical appointments. Successful

candidates must pass a medical exam, have a
valid driver's license, a safe driving record,
and carry current auto insurance. Full and
part {ime positions available at VA medical
centers nationwide, Monday through Friday
with flexible hours. Contact your nearest

VA medical center's Volunteer Service
department, or visit the VA Voluntary

Service Web site at www.va.gov/volunteer

A Veteran's Christmas Wish
By Robert A. Hall

Each year when Christmas comes around again,
| pause on Christmas Eve to take a dram
Of whisky, and | think of absent friends,
And Christmas in a place called Vietham.

| think of boys who never had the chance
To see their kids on Christmas Eve at play,
Their lives were spent that freedom might advance,
From Valley Forge right up through yesterday.

They fell at Belleau Wood and Normandy,
At Gettysburg, at lwo and at Hue,
They gave their lives to keep our people free,
And never saw another
Christmas Day.

So take a moment from your
festive joys,
To think of soldiers who were
young and true,

And say a prayer on Christm&
Eve for boys

Who gave up all their

Christmases for you.

® 6 6 6 O 6 O O o o

Membership Changes

Any changes to membersd home [/ w¢
must be sent to AFA National not the Sijan Chapter because we cannot
add, delete or change a members mailing address due to privacy laws.

Click hereto update your address and email, or mail changes to AFA
National address at:

Air Force Association
Member Services
1501 Lee Highway
Arlington, VA 22209


http://www.afa.org/AboutUs/memben/address.asp
http://www.volunteer.va.gov/
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AFA/VBA Benefit Highlights

Being a member of the Air Force Association has many benefits! Make surdiyeAs#bapdadeto tthecoceiveatty

benefits and discounts offered through AFA. Here are just a few:

Sbo/) at Your Onlme Mall for the Holidays.

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION

VBA ¥

AFA VETERAN BENEFITS ASSOCIATION

Save Time - Save Money
Earn cash back points

! Make a contribution to
aerospace education in
someone's name.  Visit

www.afa.org/contributions
to see the variety of ways you
can give.

AFA Members Receive Online
Shopping Discounts and Rebates

Earn rebate money for the online shopping you
already do! More than 400 "Best in Class”
online retailers are offering special

to you, including Barnes & Noble, Brooks
Brothers, Clinique, Dicks Sporting Goods,
Drugstore.com, E bay, Gap, iTunes, Kohls,
Macy's, New Egg, Nordstrom, Orbitz, PetSmart,
QVC, Safeway, Sears, Target, United Airlines,
Walmart -and many, many, more. Click here for a
complete list of merchants.

rebates

Each of the merchants provides a different
rebate to members -anywhere from1  20%, but
the average is 4%. This rebate is in addition to
any regular promotions they may be having.
Sometimes you'll get extra coupon savings from
the AFA Mall. Receive rebate checks every
quarter as long as you have $10 or more in your
account. You're dealing directly with the

retailer when you're doing your shopping, but
starting at the AFA Mall earns you rebate
dollars from 1 20% of your purchase.

Here's what to do:

Visit the AFA mall at http://shop.afa.mallnetworks.com

1. Click "Enroll" in the upper left corner and
provide your mailing address (for receipt of
your rebate checks) and selecting a login
and password.

2. Click over to any of the participating

merchants and start your shopping and
earning your rebate money!

Bookmarkttp://shop.afa.mallnetworkantbstart your onlif
shopping there every time ydihishigpthe only way for
merchants to track that you earned rebates through the

Other Holiday Shopping Ideas

Dell and Apple both provide AFA members
discounts on their products. Click here
visit: http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/
memben/benelectronics.asp#apple

for information on both of those discount
programs. Apple is running a special

promotion through December 27th (while
supplies last) on already reduced

refurbished MacBook Air and MacBook

or

Pro.

Provide an AFA Membership asa

gift ...and be entered to win one of 3

excellent prizes for yourself! Your gift

will include a subscription to AIR FORCE

Magazine. You can give the gift of

membership by calling AFA Member
1Serviceson1l 800 -727 -3337 or by  clicking

there to complete the membership
ARl gRgipn form online.
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https://www.afa.org/forms/joinapp.asp?pm=show_form&cn=
https://www.afa.org/forms/joinapp.asp?pm=show_form&cn=
http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/memben/benelectronics.asp#apple
http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/memben/benelectronics.asp#apple
http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/memben/benelectronics.asp#apple
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=466534&h=3872061&r=AFC-20081204120918
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=466535&h=3872061&r=AFC-20081204120918
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=466531&h=3872061&r=AFC-20081204120918
http://shop.afa.mallnetworks.com
http://shop.afa.mallnetworks.com
http://www.afa.org/contributions
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