
the Air Force was an AFA initiative, as 
was the Outstanding Airmen of the 
Year program, which has evolved into 
the 12 Outstanding Airmen program.  
The Air Force officially recognizes 
only two organizations, the Boy Scouts 
and the AFA.  Thatõs it.  No one else 
has made the cut. 

We should be proud of what the AFA 
has done for the Air Force Family and 
the programs it has started.  But we 
are not finished. AFA National and its 
chapters all across the nation are 
developing new programs and 
educating our elected officials and 
their staffs on the need for continued 
modernization of our equipment and 
for respectable pay and benefits for 
our airmen and their families.  We 
have all read where many of our 
aircraft are older than the pilots and 
crews flying them.  And some of our 
satellites were placed in orbit while 
some of our Payload Specialists and 
Satellite operators were in Middle 
School. Our mission is to Educate, 
Advocate and Support.  The other day 
I received a resume from a person 
who was looking for a position in our 
chapter.  When I responded that we 
are 100% volunteers with no paying 
positions, they were amazed given all 
the programs we are involved in. They 
thought we were like the Red Cross or 
Goodwill Industries, a volunteer 
organization that had a paid staff to 
manage and direct it.  No, I had to tell 
them we all work free. 

A few years ago everyone was talking 
about how the Generation ðX people 
were not òjoinersó.  They would not 
join any organization; they were only 
out for themselves.  Well, the new 
generation (Generation ðY) are 
òjoinersó, they will join organizations 

As we close 
out 2008, we 
have so many 
things to be 
thankful for, 
both as a 
chapter, as a 
nation, and 
most 

importantly as Americans.  I want to 
thank you for your support to the 
chapter and me as I complete my first 
year as your President. The chapter has 
been extremely active during the past 
twelve months.  Jeaninõs wonderful 
newsletters attest to the various 
activities we have sponsored and been 
part of.  Our chapter officers continue 
to devote their time and energy in 
making the Sijan Chapter the best 
there is.  As I start my last year, I 
pledge to you that I will continue to 
devote my time in leading our chapter 
to continue the amazing programs we 
have established and to achieve new 
and innovative projects that will keep 
the Air Force Association out in front 
in supporting our Air Force Family. 

Membership is our associationõs top 
priority.  We must continue to grow. 
There is a new generation of airmen 
that are not yet members.  We all must 
step forward and introduce the 
association to them and show them the 
benefits for joining.  Membership is so 
inexpensive ð only $3.00 a month. 
Heck that is less than a medium-sized 
mocha from Starbucks!  But look what 
you get out of it! Besides the magazine, 
insurance, banking, and travel offers, 
you can become part of an 
organization that helped shape our Air 
Force.  The AFA was chartered on 4 
Feb 1946 ð that is 19 months before 
the Air Force became a separate 
service!  The Community College of 

Presidentõs Message 
Tom Cavalli ðPresident, AFA Sijan Chapter #125  
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that they feel are deserving of their 
time and energy.  Their affinity for 
community service is greater than the 
previous generation. They must see a 
utility to the organization, a benefit.  
Why is it worth their time and energy?  
They only need to be shown that the 
AFA has merit and is a very 
worthwhile organization.  It is up to 
us, as active members, to introduce the 
AFA and ask them to join us to make 
the Air Force even better. They can be 
on the ground floor of something very 
special ð if we will take the time to 
show them how. 

As I climb down from my soapbox, I 
want to wish each and every one of 
you a safe and joyous holiday season 
and prosperous New Year!  I leave you 
with one thought: make tomorrow 
better 
than 
today! 
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On Saturday 8 November 2008 the City of Colorado Springs 

celebrated Veterans Day with an impressively attended ceremony. The 

Pikes Peak Veterans Council sponsored this event which also included 

a recognition of Canadaõsõ Remembrance Day. In attendance were 

approximately 500 veterans, family members, local dignitaries including 

Mayor Lionel Rivera, and Maj General Charles Bouchard, the Vice 

Commander of NORAD, Guest Speaker RADML Janice Hamby, 

Director, Command and Control Systems for NORAD/

NORTHCOM/J6, and the three major TV stations. 

Chapter President Tom Cavalli represented the Lance P. Sijan Chapter 

and laid the Chapterõs wreath as part of 16 other veterans units who 

came forward and participated. The Pikes Peak veterans Council is 

composed of 42 military organizations including the Air Force 

Association of Canada, the Colorado Air Force Association as well as 

the Lance P. Sijan Chapter. 

Veterans Day celebration in 

Colorado Springs 
Articles submitted by:  Tom CavalliðPresident, AFA Sijan Chapter #125 

:Sijan Chapter President Tom Cavalli laying the wreath as part of the Veterans Day 

Ceremony 

In 1921, an unknown World War I American was buried in Arlington 

National Cemetery. This site became the focal point of reverence for 

Americaõs veterans. Similar ceremonies occurred earlier in England and 

France, where unknown soldiers were buried in each nationõs highest 

place of honor. These memorial gestures all took place on November 

11. Originally this day was called Armistice Day. It commemorates the 

armistice signed between the Allies and Germany at Rethondes, France 

for the cessation of hostilities on the Western Front, which took effect 

at eleven oõclock in the morning ð òthe eleventh hour of the eleventh 

day, of the eleventh monthó. After World War II, the name of the 

holiday was changed to Veterans Day in the US (in 1954) and Remem-

brance Day in the British Commonwealth of Nations. In many parts of 

the world, people take a two minute moment of silence at 11:00 am as 

a sign of respect for the roughly 20 million who dies in the war. 

A law passed in 1968 changed Veterans Day to the fourth Monday in 

October. It soon became apparent, however , that November 11 was a 

date of historic significance to many Americans and in 1978, Congress 

returned the observance to November 11. 

Veterans Day  

Every November 11th, Canadians across the country pause in a silent 

moment of remembrance  fro the men and women who served their 

country during wartime. They honor the more than 1,500,000 Canadi-

ans who served overseas, including 100,000 who dies. They gave their 

lives and future so that those left behind may live in peace. 

Both in Canada and overseas there are memorials to commemorate the 

service of Canadian troops. The national War Memorial in Ottawa was 

originally designed to recognize those who served in World War I. It 

has been rededicated to symbolize the sacrifice made by Canadians in 

World War II and Korea. 

The Books of Remembrance, which lie in the Memorial Chamber of 

the Peace tower in Ottawa, are another record of the wars. In addition, 

most cities and towns across Canada have dedicated a monument, 

building or room to their native sons and daughters who gave their 

lives.  One day every year, they pay special homage to those who died 

in the service of their country. For one brief moment of their lives, 

they remember why they must work for peace every day of the year. 

Remembrance Day  

Holiday 

Cards to 

Veterans 
Want to share 

some joy by 

letting 

hospitalized 

veterans and military service members know 

you are thinking of them during this holiday 

season? Sending greeting cards, "care 

packages" and Internet messages of thanks 

and appreciation for their service are some of 

the ways to do that. A number of 

corporations and non -profit organizations 

are pitching in to help brighten the holidays 

for as many service members and hospitalized 

veterans as possible. To see how you can 

participate, click here . Or go to: http://

www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday -

support.asp  

http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
http://www1.va.gov/opa/vafeature/holiday-support.asp
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Membership Changes  

Any changes to membersõ home / work addresses and email addresses 

must be sent to AFA National not the Sijan Chapter because we cannot 

add, delete or change a members mailing address due to privacy laws. 

Click here to update your address and email, or mail changes to AFA 

National address at: 

Air Force Association  

Member Services  

1501 Lee Highway  

Arlington, VA 22209  

Release No. 10 -16 -08  

Oct. 31, 2008  

 

WASHINGTON (AFRNS) -- Veterans and active-duty military 

not in uniform can now render the military-style hand salute dur-

ing the playing of the national anthem, thanks to changes in fed-

eral law that took effect this month. 

"The military salute is a unique gesture of respect that marks 

those who have served in our nation's armed forces," said Dr. 

James B. Peake, secretary of Veterans Affairs. "This provision 

allows the application of that honor in all events involving our 

nation's flag." 

The new provision improves upon a little known change in fed-

eral law last year that authorized veterans to render the military-

style hand salute during the raising, lowering or passing of the 

flag, but it did not address salutes during the national anthem. 

Last year's provision also applied to service members while not in 

uniform. 

Traditionally, members of the nation's veterans service organiza-

tions have rendered the hand-salute during the national anthem 

and at events involving the national flag while wearing their or-

ganization's official head-gear. 

The most recent change, authorizing hand-salutes during the 

national anthem by veterans and out-of-uniform military person-

nel, was sponsored by Sen. Jim Inhofe of Oklahoma, an Army 

veteran. It was included in the Defense Authorization Act of 

2009, which President Bush signed Oct. 14. 

The earlier provision authorizing hand-salutes for veterans and 

out-of-uniform service members during the raising, lowering or 

passing of the flag, was contained in the National Defense Au-

thorization Act of 2008, which took effect Jan. 28, 2008. 

New law allows veterans' salutes 

during anthem 

Help Wanted: VA Needs Drivers 
The VA has immediate openings for 

volunteer drivers to transport veterans to 

medical appointments. Successful 

candidates must pass a medical exam, have a 

valid driver's license, a safe driving record, 

and carry current auto insurance. Full and 

part -time positions available at VA medical 

centers nationwide, Monday through Friday 

with flexible hours. Contact your nearest 

VA medical center's Volunteer Service 

department, or visit the VA Voluntary 

Service Web site at www.va.gov/volunteer  

A Veteran's Christmas Wish 

By Robert A. Hall 

 

Each year when Christmas comes around again, 

I pause on Christmas Eve to take a dram 

Of whisky, and I think of absent friends, 

And Christmas in a place called Vietnam. 

 

I think of boys who never had the chance 

To see their kids on Christmas Eve at play, 

Their lives were spent that freedom might advance, 

From Valley Forge right up through yesterday. 

 

They fell at Belleau Wood and Normandy, 

At Gettysburg, at Iwo and at Hue, 

They gave their lives to keep our people free, 

And never saw another 

Christmas Day. 

 

So take a moment from your 

festive joys, 

To think of soldiers who were 

young and true, 

And say a prayer on Christmas 

Eve for boys 

Who gave up all their 

Christmases for you. 

http://www.afa.org/AboutUs/memben/address.asp
http://www.volunteer.va.gov/
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AFA/VBA Benefit Highlights  
Being a member of the Air Force Association has many benefits!  Make sure you subscribe to the on-line AFA updates to receive the many 

benefits and discounts offered through AFA.  Here are just a few: 

Provide an AFA Membership  as a 

gift ...and be entered to win one of 3 

excellent prizes for yourself! Your gift 

will include a subscription to AIR FORCE 

Magazine.   You can give the gift of 

membership by calling AFA Member 

Services on 1 -800 -727 -3337 or by clicking 

here  to complete the membership 

application form online.  

         

Other Holiday Shopping Ideas  
 

Dell and Apple  both provide AFA members 

discounts on their products.   Click here  or 

visit: http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/

memben/benelectronics.asp#apple  

 for information on both of those discount 

programs. Apple is running a special 

promotion through December 27th (while 

supplies last) on already reduced 

refurbished MacBook Air and MacBook 

Pro.  

AFA Members Receive Online 

Shopping Discounts and Rebates 
 

Earn rebate money for the online shopping you 

already do! More than 400 "Best in Class" 

online retailers   are offering special   rebates 

to you, including Barnes & Noble, Brooks 

Brothers, Clinique, Dicks Sporting Goods, 

Drugstore.com, E -bay, Gap, iTunes, Kohls, 

Macy's,  New Egg, Nordstrom, Orbitz, PetSmart, 

QVC, Safeway, Sears, Target, United Airlines, 

Walmart - and many, many, more. Click here for a 

complete list of merchants.   

 

Each of the merchants provides a different 

rebate to members - anywhere from 1 -20%, but 

the average is 4%. This rebate is in addition to 

any regular promotions they may be having. 

Sometimes you'll get extra coupon savings from 

the AFA Mall. Receive rebate checks every 

quarter as long as you have $10 or more in your 

account. You're dealing directly with the 

retailer when you're doing your shopping, but 

starting at the AFA Mall earns you rebate 

dollars from 1 -20% of your purchase.  

 

Here's what to do:  

Visit the AFA mall at http://shop.afa.mallnetworks.com . 

1.  Click "Enroll" in the upper left corner and 

provide your mailing address (for receipt of 

your rebate checks) and selecting a login 

and password.  

2.  Click over to any of the participating 

merchants and start your shopping and 

earning your rebate money!  

Bookmark http://shop.afa.mallnetworks.com and start your online 

shopping there every time you shop.  This is the only way for the 

merchants to track that you earned rebates through the AFA Mall. 

Make a contribution  to 

aerospace education in 

someone's name.   Visit 

www.afa.org/contributions  

to see the variety of ways you 

can give.  

https://www.afa.org/forms/joinapp.asp?pm=show_form&cn=
https://www.afa.org/forms/joinapp.asp?pm=show_form&cn=
http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/memben/benelectronics.asp#apple
http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/memben/benelectronics.asp#apple
http://www.afavba.org/aboutus/memben/benelectronics.asp#apple
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=466534&h=3872061&r=AFC-20081204120918
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=466535&h=3872061&r=AFC-20081204120918
http://www.memberconnections.com/links/link.cgi?l=466531&h=3872061&r=AFC-20081204120918
http://shop.afa.mallnetworks.com
http://shop.afa.mallnetworks.com
http://www.afa.org/contributions
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