Lance P. Sijan Chapter

Minutes from October 10, 2006

President Brian Binn opened the meeting at 7:30 with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Treasurer Report.  The chapter has $57,000 in its account, which will be needed to cover expenses for the upcoming AFA Ball 2007.

Veterans Day.  The chapter will support the parade by providing volunteers.  Brian will participate in the wreath laying at Memorial Park.

AFA Ball.  Brian is working sponsors and has Scitor (Diamond) and Camber (Gold) signed up.  There is still no chairperson for the event.

External Awards.  Don Knight is adding recent winner’s names to the Ops Excellence trophy.  He has a number of events in November to support.

Chapter Awards.  The Sijan chapter received significant recognition at the national convention in Washington, DC by winning the Extra Large Chapter of the Year, Community Partner Gold Award and the Jack Gross Membership award.
Community Partners.  The chapter will host a reception for our Community Partners on November 14 at the Sheraton.  Brian will manage invitations for military VIPs.

IMAGE Golf.  Joe Kahoe has started planning for next year’s event.  The date will be August 10, 2007 at Ft Carson.  The chapter received $7,000 from this event for its scholarship fund.
Membership.  The chapter once again made its quarterly goal.  There was considerable discussion about chapter as well as national membership.  The metrics are based on new members with little attention being given to retaining existing members.  Many new members only remain for one year.  Active duty participation is about 6%, reflecting the view that active duty airmen of all ranks do not see value in AFA membership.  Of that active duty membership 71% are officers and 29% are enlisted.  Communicating with new members is difficult since their e-mail addresses are not provided by National.  CT will inquire whether that data could be provided with the monthly membership list.

National Convention.  The decision to eliminate state organizations in favor of regions has been deferred for a year.  The Field Council will study the issue and make recommendations to National in June 2007.

Space Warfare Symposium.  June 18-21, 2007 at Keystone.  Henry Baird and Kevin Estrem will co-chair this event.  Debbie Estrem is working on corporate sponsors for next year’s event.  Sponsorship costs will increase for 2007 to the $10,000; $12,000 and $15,000 levels.  The cost for Break sponsors will vary depending on what is offered.

State Meeting.  The chapter will host the quarterly State and CAEF meeting on October 21, 2006 at the Marriott Residence Inn at I-25 and Interquest Parkway.  The meeting begins with breakfast at 8:30.

Essay Contest.  The chapter owes the 50th Space Wing a letter committing our support.  A corporate sponsor would be welcome.  Essay authors will be eligible for prizes in the range of $1,000; $1,500 and $3,000 as well as publication in High Frontiers magazine.  Essays are to be submitted by March 2007 with awards in July 2007.
The next meeting will be November 14, 2006.

Members Present:

	Brian Binn
	Hank Scarangella

	Cary Trafton
	Debbie Estrem

	Sharon White
	Rich Lucas


Submitted by:

Hank Scarangella

Secretary

