Lance P. Sijan Chapter Minutes

September 12, 2006

President Brian Binn opened the meeting at 7:30am with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Treasurer’s Report.  Chapter finances are sound allowing a $4,000 deposit in the money market account.

AFA Ball.  Still in need of a Chairperson.  Brian and Tom are handling the issues for now.  The theme will be “Heritage to Horizons” in honor of the Air Force’s 60th  and AFSPC’s 25th anniversaries.

External Awards.  Don Knight reported that he plans to improve the Ops Excellence trophy display in Bldg 1 to include a wooden base and to update the engraved winner’s names.
Community Partners.  The CP/Chapter Awards Recognition reception will be Nov 14 at 5:00 at the Sheraton.

Guardian Challenge.  AFSPC was pleased with the support provided by AFA, which contributed volunteers as well as a $1,000 donation.

IMAGE Golf.  Successful tournament.  We will know the AFA share of the proceeds next month.

Membership.  Overall AFA membership is declining and with fewer and fewer active duty members.  Sijan chapter membership remains nearly constant year over year.

State Awards Banquet/Convention.  Every Command Chief from across the state attended and overall military attendance was high.  The Pueblo chapter hosted a very nice event on August 11/12, 2006.  The Sijan chapter will host the next state quarterly meeting on August 21.
National Convention.  Washington, DC September 22-26, 2006.  Brian Binn, Debbie Estrem, Gayle White and Sharon White will attend.  There was a lot of discussion about the plan to merge regions and states.  Issues include: increased travel costs for regional officers to visit each chapter in every state, less focused leadership at the regional level, state award programs including the state teacher of the year will disappear in favor of regional awards that will be much harder to administer, etc.  This will be a National Convention agenda item.
General Schriever Memorial Essay Contest.  This is a 50th Space Wing initiative that the Sijan chapter would like to support with a donation for the winners.  As soon as the program receives AFSPC approval the chapter will determine how best to support.

Next meeting will be October 10, 2006.
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